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Chapter DCF 56
FOSTER HOME CARE FOR CHILDREN

DCF56.01 Authority and purpose. DCF 56.14  Foster parent training.

DCF 56.02  Applicability. DCF 56.15 Supervising agency

DCF 56.03  Definitions. DCF 56.16 Licensing agency responsibilities.

DCF 56.04  Applying for a license. DCF 56.17  Child's treatment team for Levels 3 to 5.
DCF 56.05 Licensee qualifications. DCF 56.18 Agency contact with foster parent.

DCF 56.06 Serious incident reporting. DCF 56.19  Agency contact with foster child.

DCF 56.07 Physical environment. DCF 56.20 Evaluation of Level 3 to 5.

DCF 56.08 Safety. DCF 56.21 Respite care for foster parents.

DCF 56.09 Care of foster children. DCF 56.22 Assessment of needs and strengths.
DCF 56.10 Hearing. DCF 56.23  Supplementalpayments, exceptional payments, initiebthing
DCF 56.12  Foster parent handbook. allowanceand retainer fee.

DCF 56.13 Foster home level of care certification.

Note: Sections PW-CY 40.60 to 40.65 as they existed on March 31, 1983 were 2. An applicant or licensee Wanting an exception to a nenstat

repealecand a new chapter HSS 56 was creatied@fe April 1, 1983.Chapter HSS i i ; H i
56 as it existed on February 28, 2002, was repeatelda new chapter HFS 56 was utory requirement in this chapter that the licensing agency has

createdRegister February 2002 No. 554eefive March 1, 2002. Chapter HFS 56 authorityto grant shalkubmit a written request to the licensing
wasrenumbered to chapter DCF 56 under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register Nov@@encystatingthe specific provision of this chapter for which an
ber2008 No. 635. exceptionis requested, the justification for the requesirdep
tion and an explanation of any alternative provision planned to
DCF 56.01 Authority and purpose. (1) This chapteris meetthe intent of the requirement.
promulgatedinder the authority of ss. 48.62, 48.64 (4), and 48.67, 3. Any exception granted under subd. 2. or fiay shall be
Stats. to establish licensing requirements for foster homes aggecificallycited on the license and shall be ifeef only as long
fosterparents directed at protecting the health and safety and pigthe conditions under which the exception was granted remain
moting the welfare of children placed the homes; to establish put no longer than gearsfrom the date on which the exception
afair hearingprocedure for foster parents; to establish requirg granted or the date the license terminates, whicheseurs
mentsfor certification of a foster home with a level of care anglrst, by which time the licensing agency shall determirthéfe
requirementsor assessment ofaild’s needs and strengths; ands continued justification for the exception. In addition, the licens
to establish criteria fomaking supplemental and exceptionalpaying agency may impose conditions to be met within a specified
mentsto foster parents. periodof time by thdicensee as an alternative to compliance with
(2) A license to operate a foster home does not entitle ttie requirement for which an exception has been granted.

holderto placements of children wineed foster care since place  (b) Department exceptions panel. An applicant or licensee
ment decisions are basewh a variety of factors, including thewantingan exception to a nonstatutory requirenieithis chapter
compatibility of what a specific child needs with whaparticular thatthe licensing agenayay not grant may ask the department
fosterparent can dér. exceptionganelto grant the exception, with the approval of the

Note: Public licensing agencies are required to provide a foster home licensdigensingagency A request for an exception under this paragraph

any applicant who meets the requirements under this chafaesgency is nohow H it :
ever,required to place children with a licensee simply by virtue of the fact that thgiha” be m_ertmg on a form prescrlbed by th.e department._
Note: Copiesof the Departmerg’request form, “Application to DCF Exceptions

havea foster home to license. if - i > be obtained fi he i -
History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8-1-02; EmR0937: Ea”? for Exﬁepgon to Ch. D,CFb55' e t?'".e rom the jlcensing agency or
emerg.am. (1)’ of 1-1-10; CR 10-021: am. (Register September 2010 No. 657 y V|S|t|ng the epartmerﬁ website at ttp. Cl.wisconsin.gov/chiidren. oster

eff. 10-1-10; EMR1050: engeram. (1), df 1-1-11; CR 10-148: am. (Register orms/formsINDX.htm.

August2011 No. 668, df 9-1-11. 2. Any requestinder subd. 1. shall include all of the following
information:

DCF 56.02 Applicability. (1) TowHOM THE RULESAPPLY. a. The name of the applicant or licensee.
This chapte gpplies © dl persors roposiry to provide a who ae b. The address of the applicant or licensee.
providingfoste care for children in a bster home and to he depart- c. The citation for the specific requirement for which an
ment;county agencies inde s 46.215 46.22 or 46.23 Sats; and  exceptionis requested.
licensedprivate child—placirg agencies. d. The rationale for the request.

(2) EXCEPTION TO A REQUIREMENT. (a) Licensing agency e. Al_'l explanatlon of _any alternative provision planned to
authority. 1. A licensing agency may grant an exception to arfje€tthe intent of the requirement. _
requiremenin this chapter if the licensing agency determihes . The signature of the applicant or licensee and the date on
the exceptionwill not jeopardize the health, safety or welfare ovhich the applicant or licensee signed the request.
thefoster children, except that the licensing agency magnait 3. The applicant or licensee shall submit the completed

anexception to any of the following requirements: ss. DCF 56.0@questorm to the licensing agency

(1),),(4 @1.,2.,5.,5m.,8.,0r9.or (b) 2, (6), (7) or (8), 56.05 4. The licensing agency'authorized representative shall, in
(1) (@), (b)1.b.,2.b.,d.,org., (c) 1. b, c.,d., ehgij, k., L, thespace provided on the request form, indicate whether he or she
m.,n., or 2., (d), (), or (3) (a), 56.06, 56.07 (3) (a), (4) (b), (c), (8yupportsor does not support the exception request or supports
, (9), or(h), (5) (a), (6), or (10) (a), 56.08 (1), (2), (3), (4), (5)somealternative to the request, shall justify that position and shall
(6) (c) 1., 2., 3. 0r 4. a., (7) (a) 3., (8) (a,(c), (10), or (10Om), signand date the request form.

56.09(1), (1g), (Im) (a) to (e), (2) (c), (3), (4) (c), (d) or (dm), (5), 5. If the licensing agency approves the request or some alter
(9), (10), or (12) (a), (c) or (d), 56.12, 56.13 (1), (2), (3), (4) () Inativeto the request, the licensing agency shall submit the com
2.,0r (b), (5) (a), (b) 1. or 2., (c), (6) (a), (b) 1. or 2., (c), (7), (8pletedrequest form to the department within 10 working days
56.14(1), (2), (3), (4)(5), (6), (6d), (6h), (6p), (61), (7), (7€), (7m),afterthe agency receipt of the request forfrom the applicant
(7s),(8) (a) or (b) 3., 56.15, 56.166.18, 56.19, 56.21 (2), 56.22,0r licensee. The licensing agency shall not submit to the depart
or 56.23. mentany request that it does not support.
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6. a. The department exceptions panel shall, in writing, indi (5) “Child” means a person wi®under 21 years of age who
cateits approval or disapproval of the request within 10 working placed in a foster home under juvenile court jurisdiction, other
days after the department receives the request form from tbeurtorder or an agreement.
licensingagencyand has all the information required to make its (6) “Completebathroom” means a bathroom withleast one
decision. toilet, one sink, and one tub or shower

b. Notwithstanding subd. 6. a., the department exceptions(em) “Counselor’means a person licensed or certifigier
panelshall, in writing, indicate its approval or disapproval of agh. 457, Stats., and ch. MPSW 3, @, 12, or 17.
applicationfor certification to operate a Level 5 foster home under (7y “County agency” means a county department of seeial

s.DCF 56.13 (7) (a) within 45 working days after the departmefcesunder s. 46.215 or 46.22, Stats., or a county department of
receives the application from the licensing agency and has all fignanservices under s. 46.23, Stats.

informationrequired to make its decision. _ (8) “Dangerousweapon” means any firearm, any device
7. a. The department exceptions pasfielll consist of at least gesjgnedas a weapon and capable of producing death or great
3 persons who collectively are knowledgeable about the fosiyily harm, any electric device designed to immobilize or-inca
careprogram, licensing practices and any special needbibf p4citatepersons by the use efectric current, any spray device
drenwho may be served by the applicant for an exception.  gesignedto immobilize or incapacitate persons by the use of
_ b. The chairperson of the panel shall be designated by #teemicalsor other liquids or gases or any othlewvice or instru
director of the departmerd’bureau of permanence and out-mentthat is calculated or likely to produce death or great bodily

of-homecare. harm.
c. Thepanel chairperson shall designate the remaining-mem (9) “Department”means the \Wconsin department of chil
bersof the panel. drenand families.

(c) Non-safety-elated waiver for elatives. The licensing (10) “Departmentexceptions panel” or “exceptions panel”
agencyor the department exceptions pamaly grant a waiver to meansthe group authorized tgrant exceptions under s. DCF
thefollowing non—safety—-relateckquirements for the relative of 56.02(2) to nonstatutory requirements of this chapter
achild without an alternative provision to meet the intent of the (10m) “Emergencycare” means care provided for a foster
requirement: child on the basis of 24—hour availabilitpcluding crisis inter

1. The licensing agency may grant a waiver to any requirgentionservices and emgency placements.
mentin s. DCF 56.04 (4) (a) 7., 56.05 (4), 56.07 (2), (4) (&) 1. or (11) “Exit’ has the meaning prescribed in s. SPS 3229y
4ib(d)6 (J)’(k)'é'-)' (7). or f(8)’ or 56.09 (4) (9) 1., (6), (7). (8). 0" (191m) “Family" meansthe birth parents, adoptive parents,
(10) (b, (c), (d), (&), or (9. ) . relativesof the child, and other individuals who were permanently

2. The department exceptions panel may grant a waiver to gijhg with the child before the chillplacement in out-of-home
requiremenin s. DCF 56.04 (4) (a) 2. or 56.07 (4) (b) or (6) (b)eare.

A request for a waiver shall follow the same procedsra request (12) “Fostercare” means care and maintenance provided to
for an exception under pdb), except an explanation of an alter ¢pjjq in a foster home pursuant to a court orgietuntary place

nativeunder par(b) 2. e. is not required. mentagreement, or voluntary transition-to-independent-living
History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554f. &-1-02; CR

03-033:am. (2) (a) 1. Register December 2003 Blt5, ef. 1-1-04; correction in agreement.

(E2) (Ral())gls-7made unda’-( 21)3(-9)2 1(4)( él)a)57-é78t€t5-, (ng%iS)terf l\llovlenfgerc éofg l(\)lg-l 635; (13) “Fosterchild” means a child placed for care and mainte
m emeg. am. a)l., ., o, D., Cr C), er. 1-1-10;] — : H
am.(2) (a) 1., (b) 5., 6., 7. b.,.cf2) (c) Register September 2010 No. 657, ef nancein a foster home by the department, a county agency

10-1-10EmR1050: emex. am(1), (2) (a) 1., (c) 1., éfl-1-1; CR 10-148: am. licensedprivate child—placing agency or a court by court grder
(1), () (@) 1., (c) 1., renum. (2) (b)®.be (2) (b) 6. a., cf2) (b) 6. b. Register August voluntary placement agreement, or voluntary transition—to—~inde
2011No. 668, eff 9-1-11. pendent-livingagreement.

N . . (14) “Fosterhome” means any facility operated by a person
DCF 56.03 Definitions. In this chapter: licensedunder s. 48.62 (1), Stats.

(1) “Aftercareplan” means a plan for transition services for a « " ; : ;
e hatidentiot Senices that wilbe provided afer he B o L Fon oy PoLon MEATs @ persenth prmay fesponel
dischargefrom a foster home to ensure continuity in the managfjacedin his or her foster home and in whose name the foster
mentof the childs needs. _ _ homeis licensed under this chapter

(1g) “Algorithm” means a composite score based on items (15m) “Group home” means a facility operated by a person
demonstratedo be relevant to decision making on a particulgfcensedby the department to provide 24—-hour care and mainte
topic such as level of need or service provision. nancefor 5 to 8 children under s. 48.625, Stats.

(1r) “Applicant” means a person who applies for a license to (16) “Guardian” meanghe person or agency appointed by a
operatea foster home, for renewal of a license to operate a fos@jirtto make major decisionsfeting a child which may include
homeor for modification of a license to operate a foster homeconsento marriage, to enlistment in the armed forces and to major

(2) "Basement’hasthe meaning prescribed in s. SPS 320.03urgery.

(8), namely that level below the first or ground floor level withits  (17) “Hazardous machinery and equipment” means any
entirefloor below exit dischae grade. machineor other equipment generally known to be dangerous to

(3) “Basic maintenance payment” means a payment to-reimntrainedor unskilled operators or to operators who for any other
bursea foster parent for theost of a foster child’food, clothing, reasorare physically or mentallynable to operate the equipment
housing,basic transportation, and personal items, as follows: safely,including a motor vehicle, power lawn mowegctoror

(a) For care and maintenance provided for a child of any ag[@er_farmmachlney or equipment snow blower, chain saw, pow-
by a Level 1 foster home, $220. r-drivenshop tool, snowmobile dl-terrain vehicle and any other

(b) For care and maintenance provided by a foster home tgichlner)u equipmen determinel by the icensirg a supervising

8 ncyto be winsak for a articula foste child to operate.

is certified to provide care atlavel of care that is higher than . thCheck N dardized
Level 1 care, an age-related foster care payment established tﬁ(/é%wse)al tﬁec?léc(lz—jg p%%?;?nmfopq:ni/gsng lfrg?igr?k:a;% P \\;\?hﬂo

48.62(4), Stats. th ch . : :
“ lan” h . lan for the child and-f hasa valid Wsconsin medical assistance card.
(4) “Caseplan” means the service plan for the child and-fam Note: A HealthCheck includes head-to—tpkysical examination, immuniza

ily, of which the permanency plan is a part. tions, laboratory tests, eye exam, growth and developoferuk, hearing check,
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mouthexam, nutrition check, health information, special teen-age health education (34) “Premises”’means the foster home and the tract of land
andteen pregnancy services. . onwhich it is situated, including all other buildings and structures
(19) “Home-basedprivate educational program” means onthat land.

programof educational instruction provided to a child by the 34d) “Program manager’ means théoster parent and
child’s parent or guardian or by a person designated by the Paiell seeof a Level 5 foster home.

or guardian. An instruction program provided to more than oné (34h) *Programstaf” means stefin a Level 5 foster home

La:g]élryarnﬁlt does not consitute a home-based private educano\%o are responsible for daily supervision of the children and

“ . L directcare to the children to ensure their safety and well-being.
(20) *Householdmember” means any person living in a foster (34p) “Residentialcare center for children and youth” means
home,whether or not related to the licensee. *P) entia _ you
y o a residential facility licensed as a child welfargency under s.
(21) “Legal custodian” means the person or agency to Whogg 60, Stats.,and ch. DCF 52 that provides treatment and eusto
acourt has transferredehild’s legal custody and who thereby hagjig| services for children under 21 years of age.
theright and duty to protect, train and discipline the child tand (34t) ; " :
; . , 4t) “Respitecare” means the services or egeicy care
ﬁ]rovﬁﬁforr theri(l:)h”(;j ?ncarisagg nlezedglfetgal custody” has the providedto a foster child during a planned absence ofdkter
eaningprescribed in s. 48.02 (12), Stats. parentfor more than 48 hours or whére licensing, supervising,

(219) “Level of care” means the intensity of services that I8r |acing agency pays for the service or care.
bestable to meet the needs of a child who has been assessed wi 5) “Responsiblecare provider’ means a person the foster

acorresponding level of need. _ _ parentbelieves has the abilitgnd maturity to care for a foster
_(21r) “Level of need” means a rating of a child tigatised to _child for the time that the fostehild will be in that persos’care.
inform decision making on placement and service provision. The (35) «Seyereemotional disturbance” means an emotional
level of need is derived from an algorithm that is based on @fsapility that has persisted for at le@ismonths and is expected
assessmerdf a childs functioning. to persist for a year or longeA severely emotionallgisturbed

(22) “Licensed private child-placing agency” means archild may experience psychotic symptoms, be a suicide risk, or
agencylicensed by the department under s. 48.60, Stats., andmlay cause personal injury significant property damage or will
DCF 54 to license a person to operate a foster home and to plaeefunctional impairment in at least 2 areas, includialf-care,
childrenin foster homes and other out-of-home care facilitiescommunity participation, social relationships, family relation

(23) “Licensee” means the fostgrarent or foster parents inShips,and school. A severely emotionally disturbed child will be
whosename or names a foster home is licensed under this chaggeivingservices from 2 or more social services agencies. The

W . " motionaldisturbance mugneet one of the AXIS | diagnostic
(24) “Licensing agency” means the department, a count% O . : S
. : ol : . ssificationf the Diagnostic and Statistidslanual of Mental
2%2%’2&3 g;i?;f:;;g’;t:rﬂgﬁepﬁﬂgg t?\?se gﬁgé?:rt may 1SS sorderspublished by the American Psychiatric Association.
(25) “Living area” means the rooms of the foshemeused (36) “Supervisingagency” means the agency responsible for

. : - verseeingthe care and maintenance of a clgldced in out-
by householdnembers for sleeping, preparing and eating mealy, h,mecare, which may be a county agertbg department, or
bathing,toileting and indoor leisure time activities. . '

(26) “Mechanical restraint” hvsical ‘ alicensed private child—placing agency
echanical restraint” meansny physical apparatus P ” ; :
that interfereswith the free movement of a perseiimbs and (37) “Team” meansihe group appointed by the placing and

bod supervisingagencies to assess a child, develop and implement the
oay. . o ) ) caseand permanency plans, and evaluate the shilidigress$or
(27) “Motor vehicle” means a private automobile, metor a child with a level of need of 1 to 2 who is placed ifoster home.

cycle,van, bus or truck. (387e) “Treatment”means the combination of therapies; ser

(28) “Nurse practitioner”means a registered nurse licensedices,and care designed to assist a child in achieving established
underch. 441, Stats., who is currently certified as a nurse pragtieasurableaind behavioral goals and objectives based upon the
tionerby anational certifying body that is recognized by thisW informationgathered through the assessment process.

consinboard of nursing. (37m) “Treatmentplan” meanghe comprehensive services

(29) “Out-of-homecare” means care in a foster horae, plandeveloped by the treatment team farhéld with a level of
grouphome under s. 48.625, Stats., or a residential care centemieedof 3 to 5 who is placed in a foster home with a Level 3to 5
childrenand youth under s. 48.60, Stats. certification.

(30) “Permanencyplan” means a plan required under s. 48.38 (37s) “Treatmentteam” means the group appointed by the
(2), Stats., that is designed to ensure that a gtédded in out— placingand supervising agenciesdssess a child, develop and
of-homecare is safely reunified withis or her family whenever implement the treatment plan, and evaluate the shidbgress
appropriatepr that the child quickly attains a safe placement dor a child with a level of need of 3 to 5 who is placed in a foster
homeproviding long-term stability homewith a Level 3 to 5 certification.

(31) “Physical punishment’means inflicting any kind of  (38) “Voluntary placement agreement” means a writter con

physicalpain ordiscomfort on a child by means that include buractbetween a county agendiie department, or a licensed child
arenot limited to hitting, slapping, spanking, punching, shakingyelfareagencyand the child parent or guardian and tbkild,

kicking, biting or washing out a chils’mouth with soap. if the child is 12 years of age or older the placement of the child
(32) “Physician” means a person licensed to practice med @ licensed foster home under s. 48.63 (1), Stats.
cine or osteopathy under ch. 448, Stats. (39) “Voluntary transition—to—independent-livingagree

(33) “Physicianassistant” means a person certified urdter mengegw(gginétssvoluntary agreememtder s. 48.366 (3) or

448, Stats., to perform patient services under the supervision 3 istory: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8f-1-02; corrections

directionof a physician. in (9), (10), (24) and (37) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Register

« ; " ; vatid—nplaec N ber2008 No. 635; EmR0937: - and recr(3), ef. 1-1-10; CR 10-021:
in (23m) I.Dlacmgi:] agenCyt me?ns.t?] licensed prg/%t&{(_j plliclﬂ r. g\rﬁn:egr(s) Reg;)ister Sepr)rt]ember Z%r?ngég.] Gg%?rl(aﬁ)-f—lo; EmR1050: emgr

g agency, county aepartment with powers and auties €lrenum. (1) to be (1r), cf1), (1g), (6m), (10m), @), (15m), (21g), (21r), (33m),
48.57and 938.57, Stats.; the departmgnt; thisc@hsin depatt (321?)(, 2(8;1?)3;6()34}% (f;lr:)d, r(ggrrps)h(%?)ly_(fj]rﬁ)bgi%)i f14n§; 52?1 L(Jﬁz ((11)4t)0 5)185%,1 r()22),
ment of corrections; or a licensed child welfare agency frorﬁ ). (1g), (6m), (10m), @m), (15m), (21g), (21r), (33m), (34d), (34h), (34p),

anotherstate authorized to place children in foster homes.  (34t),(35m), (37¢), (37m), (37s), am. (3) (€04), (15), (22), (24), (29), (36), (38),
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r. and recr(37) Register August 2QINo. 668, df 9-1-11; corrections in (2}11)  carefor afoster child or threaten the health or safety of a foster
madeunder s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register February 2012 No. 674; Ele4&ﬁ‘i|d

emergr. and recr(5), am. (12), (13), (34p), (38)..¢B9), ef. 8-1-14; CR 14-054:

g_afdlfecf@), am. (12), (13), (34p), (38)..¢B9) Register April 2015 No. 712 fef 5. Documentation of fire safety inspection of the foster home,
15 if required by the licensing agency
DCF 56.04 Applying for a license. (1) WHo MusT 5m. A drawing of the layout of the foster home.

APPLY. (@) Any person proposing wovide foster care for chil 6. A privatewater supply test report for the foster home, if
dren shall apply to a licensing agency for a foster home licengeguiredby the licensing agency

(b) Application for a foster home license shall be made on a 7. The employment history of the applicant. The history shall
form provided by the licensing agency indicatethe length of time the applicant was employed by each

(2) License proHiBITION. No licensing agency may issue €€mployer. The employment history shall document all employ
licenseto operate a foster home to an employee of the agencyntfor the 5-year period prior to submission of the application
to the relative of an employee of the agency if the emploietes for a foster home license, unless the licensing agency has+eason
in the area of the agency that issues foster care licenses. Fhis 8§ cause to request employment history for more than 5 years.
sectiondoes not apply to a foster parent who receiveayanent 8. Notification of any previous licensure as a foster parent or
unders. 48.64 (4), Stats., or to a volunteer for the agency any other type of caregiver for children, the name of the licensing

Note: The intent of this requirement is to prevent possible conflicts of interest wigtggencyand the period during which the license was held.
respecto the terms of theate paid to the foster parent, the situation that may result

if an allegation of abuse or neglect is made against the foster parent, eageiitye 9. A signed statement indicating that the applichas
shouldconsider such situations in granting a license to an employee of the .agen@ceivedthe following information provided by the agency:
(3) REAPPLICATION FOLLOWING DENIAL OR REVOCATION. NO a. A brochurethat explains the foster care reimbursement and

applicantor former licensee who, for a substantive reason, sugdtestructure, including the clothing allowance.
as inappropriate discipline practicemadequate mental health b. A brochue ha explains he foste parert insurane pogram

functioning or current abusef alcohol or drugs, was denied ; : : PR
licenseor whose license was revoked may reapply for a limgzandlnformatlm regardirg how to file a éaim with tha program.

any licensing agency withirm period of 2 years following the ¢ Notice thathe licensing agency may contact thistinsin

effective date of license denial or revocation, unless both of ti¢partmentf justice and any similaagency in another state, any
following conditions are met; federal or local law enforcement agencgny socialservices

npgencyor any other public or private agency to determine if there
IS any reason specified under s. 48.685, Stats., ch. DHS 12, s. DCF
that required rehabilitation approval under ch. DHS 12 thed 56.05(1) (a) 3. orany other part of this chapter for the applicant

applicantor former licensee failed torove rehabilitation under to not be granted a Iicensg. o i
ch. DHS 12. - 10. Other docur_nentat_lon or authorlz_atlo_ns requiredhsy
(b) The applicant or former licensee has reapplied for rehafif€nsingagency for its review of the application. .
litation review under ch. DHS 12 and the rehabilitation review (b) Licenserenewal. An applicant for renewal of a license
panelhas determined that the applicant has been rehabilitatecshall submit all of the following to the licensing agency at least 30
(4) DOCUMENTS REQUIRED PRIOR TO LICENSING, (a) Initial ~ daysbefore expiration of the current Ilcense:. .
license. Beforean applicant for an initial license may be issued 1. An application form completed and signed by aippli
alicense, the applicant shall submit the followtnghe licensing cant. Married persons living together shall both sign the applica
agency: tion. Any household member who will act in the role of foster par
1. An application form completed and signed by aippli  entshall sign the application.
cant. Married persons living together shall both sign the applica 2. Verification of homeownés or rentes insuranceover
tion. Any household member who will act in the role of foster paagerequired under s. DCF 56.05 (4) or a request for a waiver under
entshall sign the application. s. DCF 56.05 (5), and verification of vehicle liability insurance
2. Verification of homeownés or rente's insuranceover ~ requiredunder s. DCF 56.05 (3) if the applicaténs to transport
agerequired under s. DCF 56.05 (4) or a request for a waiver unégterchildren in his or her own vehicle.ekfication means that
s. DCF 56.05 (5), and verification of vehicle liability insurancéhelicensingagency representative has personally seen the-appro
requiredunder s. DCF 56.05 (3) if the applicqtans to transport Priatedocumentation. A licensing agency need not retain a copy
fosterchildren in his or her own vehicle.elfication means that of the documentation in its files.
thelicensingagency representative has personally seen the-appro 3. Documentation of fire safety inspection of the foster home,
priatedocumentation. A licensing agency need not retain a copytequired by the licensing agency
of the documentation in its files. 4. A privatewater supply test report for the foster home, if

Note: Section 344.62, Stats., requires motor vehicle liability insurarieetiet : ; :
June 1, 2010. a y requiredby the licensing agency

3. A written statemerfrom a physician, physician assistant, 9. If required by the licensing ageny written statement
or nurse practitioner that indicatasy physical or mental condi from a physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner that
tions of the applicant or any household members that wofedtaf indicatesany physical or mental conditions of any household
the ability of the family to provide caréor a foster child or memberthat would &fect the ability of the family to provide care
threaterthe health or safety of a foster child. The statement shigll a foster child or threaten the health or safety of a foster child.
be based upon a medical examination performed within the prehe statement shall be based upon a medical examinatien per
vious 6 months, except as provided in subd. 4. formedwithin the previous 6 months.

4. If a member of the household of an applicant who is a rela  5m. If amember of the household of an applicant who is-a rel
tive of a foster child is not covered by health insurance or a-medlive of a foster child is not covered by health insurance or a medi
cal examination would be a significant financial burden to theal examination would be a significant financial burden to the
householdnemberthe licensing agency may grant an exceptiohouseholdnembeythe licensing agency may grant an exception
to the requirement in subd. 3. If the licensing agency grants thisthe requirement in subd. 3. If the licensing agency grants this
exception, the household member shall submit a personalgxception, the household member shall submit a personally
signedstatementhat indicates any physical or mental conditionsignedstatementhat indicates any physical or mental conditions
he or she has that wouldexdt the ability of the family to provide he or she has that wouldedt the ability of the family to provide

(a) The initial denial or revocation was based on the applical
or former licensea&' criminal conviction or governmental finding
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carefor afoster child or threaten the health or safety of a fostésr. and recr(4) (a) 3., 4., and (b) 5...¢4) (a) 5m. and (b) 5m. Register September
child. 2010No. 657, eff 10-1-10; correction to numbering of (4) (a) 5m. made under s.

. . . . 13.92(4) (b) 1., Stats., Register Septembei0 No. 657; EmR1050: enger. and
6. Other documentation or authorizations requirecth®y recr.(2), (4) (a) 5m., am. (8),fefl-1-11; CR 10-148:.rand recr(2), (4) (a) 5m., am.

licensingagency for its review of the application. (8) Register August 201No. 668, df 9-1-1.

(c) License modifications1. A licensing agency may modify pcp 56,05 Licensee qualifications. (1) PERSONAL
a foster home license. An applicant for a license may requeglyuiremENTSAND BACKGROUND. (a) General. 1. A person
modificationof the license at théme of the initial licensure. A jicensedto operate a foster home shall deesponsible, mature
licenseemay request modificatioof the license at any time @ur jngividual who is fit and qualified, who does not abuse alcainol
ing the efective period of the license. drugsor have a history of a civil or criminal conviction or adminis

2. An applicant for license modification shall obtain a licensgative rule violation that substantially relates to caring dbil-
modificationapplication form fronthe licensing agency and shalldrenor operating doster home, as described in ch. DHS 12, and
submita completed and signed application fanu other materi who exercises sound judgment and displays the capacity 1o suc
alsrequired by the licensing agency to that agency within the f@lessfullynurture foster children.

lowing time limits: 2. The applicant or licensee shall give truthful anfiicient

a. Before the date the licensee plans to change location frgfformationto enable the licensing agency to verify whether or
thelocation specified on the current license. notheor she meets the requirements under subd. 1. Giving false

b. Before the date an applicant wishes to have one or mérérmationor withholding relevant information shall constitute
licenseconditions changed. groundsfor denial or revocation of the license.

c. No later thar80 days before the date the marital status of 3. In determining whether a person is fit and qualified, the
the licensee changes. licensingagency shall consider the persoqualifications under

d. Within 10 days after a household member leaves. this section and any history of civil or criminal violation of stat

utes,regulations or ordinances of the United States, this state, any
otherstate, any local government or other U.S. jurisdiction sub
stantiallyrelated to the care of children.

(b) Characteristics. 1. ‘All foster parents.” As evidenced
roughinterviews withfoster family members, the use of formal

ed assessment systems, communication with references, and
é‘égermethods considered to kective components of a com

e. At least 30 days before someone ertteeshousehold when
thisis known that far in advance or otherwisesasn as possible
beforethat person enters the household.

(5) ACTIONBY THELICENSINGAGENCY. (a) Except aprovided
in par (b) or (c), within 60 days after receiving a completeg
applicationfor a foster home license, for renevedlithe foster
homelicense or for a license modification, the licensing agen
shall approve the application and issue the license, deny
applicationor approve the modification. Any delay thathe : e
resultof an act or omission on the paftthe applicant shall not licenseeto adequately provide f_oster care services.

be considered in the 60-day time limit. If tapplication for a & An adequate understandingwdfat it means to be a foster
license,relicensure or license modification is denied, the licen§hild and a recognition of a chikistrengths and needs consistent
ing agency shall give the applicant reasionsriting for the denial with the Ch.'lds age and ab'.“t'esl or a motivation to Iealrr.1.
andshall provide information on how an appeal may be requested b. A history of managing or aimdication of the ability to
unders. DCF 56.10. managestress related to economic resources, employment, home,

(b) A licensing agency shall be allowed one 30-day extensiBfighPorhoodfamily size, health problems, or other factors and
of the time limit under pafa) if the extension is needed to allowdnindication of an ability to copeith an additional stress factor
the agency teollect information necessary to make an informeflf the placement of a foster child.
decision,such as to obtaineiminal records check or responses €. A satisfactory self-concept.
from references. The agency shall notify the applicant or licensee d. An ability to communicate ideas, feelings, and needs.
if an extension is necessary e. An outlook regarding his or her own history that indicates

(c) If the foster home license applicatiorfas a pre—adoptive thatany negative aspectmve been recognized and adequately
placementthe licensing agency shall either approve the applicaddressed.
tion and issue the license or deny the application witltialéndar f. Parenting ability appropriate to the age, abilities, strengths,
monthsafter receipt of the completed application. If the applicaind needs of foster childrémbe placed in the licensediome or
tion for a license is denied, the licensing agency shall tiee 3 motivation to learn.

applicantreasons, in writing, for the denial and shall provide g. A history of positive parenting, if applicable.

gé?{gatlon on how an appeal may be requesteder s. DCF h. An adequate knowledge of child growth and development

or a motivation to learn.
i. Reasonably constructive social relationslaipd the ability

hensivdoster home study licensee shall haw exhibit all
the following characteristics to a degree that will allow the

(6) DiscriMINATION. A licensing agency may ndiscriminate
againstan applicant for a foster hontieense or a foster parent rovide encouragement andderstanding of a foster chid’
applyingfor renewal of a foster home license on the basis of aé}% provide encouragement anadersta g ot afosterc

sex,race, colgrcreed, sexual orientation, national origirhand efe_dfor pOS_ItIV(_:.‘ social r(_elat|onsh|p§. ) .
cap. j. Effective intrafamilialcommunication and the existence of

(7) EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF A LICENSE. A foster home license appropriatefamily roles, marital or other relationship stability

shallbe efective for a period not to exceed 2 years and may Hategrationinto the communityand oganization in the home.

renewedupon successful completion of relicensing requirements. K- An appropriate understanding of child abuse and neglect
(8) NOTIFICATION OF APPLICATION FOR OR ISSUANCE OF ADDI- asa social prObler_n ora motlvat_lon to learn. .

TIONAL LICENSES. A licensee who applies to any licensing author L An appropriateinderstanding of the needs of children who

ity for or is issued any other licenseaddition to the foster home have been abused or neglected avfparents who abuse or

licenseshall notify the agency that issued the foster home licen§€glecttheir children or a motivation to learn.

No licensee may hold any other license to operate a foster homem. Adequate preparation of all family members to become a

under this chapter or a group home under ch. DCF 57. fosterfamily, particularly preparation for the stress that having a

~ History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8+1-02; corrections _fosterchild in the family may place on each family member

in(® (@, (©), (4) @ 2., 3., 9., (B) 2., (5) () and (8) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b)  , * An appropriate motivation for applying to be a foster-fam

7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635; EmR0937:@mexisions as iR - -
10-021(except for (4) (a) 5m.), Bfl-1-10; CR 10-021: am. (4) (a) 2., (b) 2. and (c)ily and an ability to follow through on @ifult endeavors.
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0. A willingness to work with the supervising agenghacing k. Provide or arrange for a chiddhecessargyransportation,
agencyllicensing agencgyand the biological or adoptive parentsinlessotherwise determined by the ch#dteam ortreatment
in achievinga foster childs permanence goal as established in theam.
child’'s permanency plan. L. Advocate for the child with the chillschool system and

Note: The Department has recommended theofitiee Resource Family Assess haveprimary responsibility for communication with the school,

mentbut any formalized assessment system can be used. nlessotherwise determined by the chidteam ortreatment
2. ‘Level 3to 5." In addition to the requirements under sub.

. m.
1., a foster parent who operates a foster home with a Level 3 to gm Impblement the chilé case plan. anil applicable treat
certificationshall have théollowing knowledge, skills, and quali ment : lan pcoo eratively and cons?ster’ltl PP
ficationsprior to placement of a child in the foster home: pian, P y y

a. Knowledgeof the specific behavioral, emotional, or physi h. Participate in assessing a clalgrogress.

cal conditions; symptomology; artdeatment and care needs of _2- ‘Foster home with Level 3 to 5 certification.” In addition
the child to be’ placed. ' to the requirements under subd. 1., a foster parentopboates

oster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification shall do all of the
lowing, unless otherwise determined by the treatment team:
a. Participate as an active team member irdaelopment,

_C. Recognition of escalating symptoms or sidéeds ofthe 1 mentationand evaluation of the treatment plan goals and
child’s condition and appropriate responses. objectives

d. Knowledgeof the medications, services, and treatments of " - A oo\ me primary responsibility for implementing in—home

the child to be placed. careand treatment strategies specified in the treatment plan.

e. Knowledge of the care requirements ateghniques i ; ; D i g :
requiredfor the child to be placed. c. Participate in developingchild’s individualized treatment

: - plan.
f. A demonstrated commitment to providing care for a child 4 Notify the appropriate treatment team member of any-prob

with serious treatment needs. _ _ lemsor concerns related to operating a foster home wiitval
g. Commitment and time to receive the required pre—placgto 5 certification.

ment,initial, and ongoing training. e. Participate on eegularly scheduled basis, but at least annu

b. Knowledge of the operation of any specialized equipmeﬁ)t{
andemegency back-up systems for the child to be placed.

h. Ability to appropriately bond with the child. ally, in the evaluatiomf his or her performance as a foster parent
i. A demonstrated capacity to dedkefively with the depen operatinga foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification under s.
dencyneeds of the child. DCF 56.20.

j. Availability at all times except when respitare under s.  (d) Age. No person younger than 21 years of age may be
DCF 56.21 or other arrangements for caf¢he child have been licensedto operate a foster home, except that a person 18 to 20
madewith the supervising or licensing agency yearsof age may be licensed provide foster care for a relative.

(c) Responsibilities.1. ‘All foster parents.’ The licensee shall (e) Health. 1. The applicant for an initificense to operate
be familiar with the requirements of this chapter and do all of ttefoster home and all members of the household shall be free of
following: physicalor mental conditions that would interfere with the ability

a. Comply with all of the requirements of this chapter of the family to provide care for a foster child or threaten the health

b. Participate in the selection of and accept foster children %rrsafety ofa fos_ter Ch'ld'_ .
care only in conformity with the conditions specified on the 3 If, atanytime, the licensing agency suspects or has reason

licenseand with the approval of the licensing and supervisirfg Pelieve that the physical or mental health of an applicant,
agencies. enseeor other household member may pose a threat to the

c rate fully with the licensin d anv other health,safetyor welfare of children in care, the licensing agency
¢. ~ooperaie Iully € ieensing agenaya any OINer .,y require an alcohol or other drug abuse assessment or a physi
agencyresponsible for supervisirfster children in the licens cal health or mental health evaluationtioé person as a condition
ee’scare and keep the licensing agency and any ocgésppnsible

agencyinformed of each child’ progress and problems for issuing or continuing the license.
gency . . progr P ) . (f) Background.1l. The applicant shall provide all of the-fol
d. Immediately notify the licensing agency of any change Bwing:
thejob or workschedule of a foster parent who works outside the a. Before a foster home license is issued or renewed, the appli

homeandnotify the licensing agency of any impact this change . . .
will have on tfl‘)l,e Iicenseeab?litygto p?/ovide f)é)stee care. %antand any non~client resident of that persdromewho is age
Note: See smilar languag elatal to n-hone anploymen & s DCF56.00 @) @), +2 OF older shall complete the background information disclosure

e. Cooperate and assist witfiorts of the supervising agencyform and shall providewritten authorization for the licensing
to maintain relationships between foster children and their—farﬁ}?enc)’to m%ke foIIovpl/—up contact V‘gth thellslkto.r;shn department
lies and withthe agency eforts to implement plans for care and®! JUStice an anﬁ other agel_ncy to hetelrmlne It there Is anyl_reason
treatmentand for arranging a permanent living arrangement Hgdersubd. 3. why the applicant should not be granted a license

: or have an existing license renewed.
requiredunder s. 48.38 or 938.38, Stats. Note: To obtain a master copy tfe Background Information Disclosure Form,

f. Allow the supervising agency up to 30 days in which teither download the form at http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/F8/F82064qdf

makean alternate placement when the licensee asks that a fo' st copy of the fornfrom the Division of Safety and Permanence Forms Center
child be removed fFr)om the home atForms ManageiRO. Box 8916, Madison, WI 53708-8916.

Maintain in confidencall personal information about fos ; b. Before an initial foster home license is issoed license
gh"ld d theitamili p is renewed after a break in licensure, the applicant shall provide
terchildren and theffamilies. _ _ _ the licensing agency or its designated agent with a set of finger
h. Comply with serious incident reporting requirements in $rints suficiently clear to submit to the i8&tonsin department of
DCF 56.06. justice or other law enforcement agency for submission to the
i. Attend training sessions, permanency plan reviews, andtionalcrime information database as provided in s. 48.685 (2)
othermeetings asequired by the licensing, supervising, or plac(c) 1., Stats.
Ing agency c. Before annitial foster home license is issued or a license
j- Provide arespite care provider with written and verbals renewed after a break in licensure, épplicantand any adult
informationregarding the specific care needs of a child each timesidingin the applicans home shall providthe licensing agency
respitecare is used. or its designated agent with information on their places of resi
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denceduring the 5-yeaperiod prior to submission of the licensechildrenin his or her vehicle shall provide the licensing agency
application. with documentation of current vehicle liability insurance cever
2. The licensing agency shall do all of the following: ageand shall ensure that the insurance coverage continfgrsen

a. Conduct criminal and other background checks in aecor‘@rotho_Ut,the te_rr_n of licensure. ) . ) .
ancewith s. 48.685, Stats., antl. DHS 12 before issuing a foster (b) If it is anticipated that a foster child will drive the appli
homelicense or at any time during licensure that the licensig@nt'smotor vehicle, the applicant shall ensure that the fosttef
agencyconsiders appropriate. iS covered by the applicastinsurance policy

b. Submit the applicar’ fingerprints to theWisconsin (4) HOMEOWNER'S OR RENTER'S LIABILITY INSURANCE. (a)
departmenof justice or other law enforcement agency for-sutf-Xceptas provided under sub. (5), before a foster home license is
missionto the national crime information databaseprovided in 'SSued or renewed, the applicant for an initial license or the foster
5.48.685 (2) (c) 1., Stats., before an initial foster home licenseP@re€ntapplying for renewal of a license shall furnisioof to the
issuedor a license is renewed after a break in licensure. licensing agency ofhaving homeownés or rente's liability
insuranceas required under s. 48.627 (2) (a), Stats.

c. If the licensing agency is informed that the applicant or an : . . P
adultresiding inthe gpp%icanxtlé home resided in the Iglé)ate ofsw/ Y (0) A licensing agency shall have on file verification that each
consinduring the 5-year period prior to the submission of tHESter péiregt licensed bg t?thggegbyxs |réstutrance cr(])vltlerhage
licenseapplication, the licensing agency shall check any chifduiredunder par(a) and s48.627 (2) (a), Stats., or shall have
abuseand neglect reports or findings from counties iisansin 01 filé documentation that the foster parent has been granted a
in which the person is a resident or was a resident within thos/&\Ver from that requirement in accordance with sub. (5), or has
eenissued dicense for a period not to exceed 90 days to allow

yearsbefore licensure or relicensure after a break in licensure X .
. . . . the foster parent to obtain necessary documentation to request a
d. Ifthelicensing agency is informed that the applicant or alyiverin accordance with sub. (5).

adultresiding in the applicarsthomeresided outside the state of (5) WAIVER OF HOMEOWNER'S OR RENTER'S LIABILITY INSUR-
Wisconsinduring any period within the 5 years prior to the-sub : L g P
mission of the license application, the licensing agency sh ‘\lCE REQUIREMENT. (a) In this subsection, “Wconsin insurance

: i P an” means the mandatory risk—sharing insurance plan-estab
checkany child abuse or neglegistry maintained by any Statelishedunder s. 619.01. Stats.. and s. Ins 4.10
or other U.S. jurisdiction in which the persisra resident or was ’ o BRI o .
aresident within those 5 years for information on child abuse or (P) A foster parent or an applicant for a foster home license

neglectsubstantiations or similar findings before licensure or reffay request a waiver of the requirement under sub. (4) (a) if he
censureafter a break in licensure. or she is unable to obtain the required insurance, the insurance

sE}olicy that he or she had was canceled or payment of the premium

e. Before annitial foster home license is issued or a licen r the required insurance would cause undue finaheiaiship.

is renewed, the licensing agency shall conduct a reverse $garc : - . .

addresf the Wsconsin sex dénder registry (c) A rzqugshf_or ?\galver shfallhbef sltlant _dlre_ctly to the licensing
Note: A reverse search by address can be done by entering the entity or placel"ﬁgrﬁncyan shall include one of the following:

addresat http://doc.wi.gov/community-resource$émider—registry TheWiscon- 1. A written denial of homeowntr liability insurance by an

sin Sex Ofender Registryloes not contain information on all convicted sdgrai- insurancecompany for a reason other than fiwer condition of

ers. The informationis limited by the déctive date of the applicable law and to thoset p f -

offenderswho have been arrestedid convicted, adjudicated or committed for ath€property and a written denial of the same insurance coverage

crime specified under the law and who meet registration and publicatiprire ~ from the Wisconsin insurance plan.

ments. For example, certain sexfefises by juveniles or other persons may not meet : : ol
registrationor publication requirements. Please consider these limitations when 2. ,A written cancellation of homeownerhablllty Insurance
obtaininginformation from the sex ténder registry y an insurance company for reasons other than nonpayment of

3. Pursuant to s. 48.685, Stats., and ch. DRISan applicant Premiumsand a written denial of the same coverage from tise W

or licensee is unqualified to hold a license if #mplicant or any Cconsininsurance plan. o _
othernonclient resident living in the household meets any of the 3. A written denial of rentés liability insurance from 2 insur

following conditions: ancecompanies.

a. Is the subject of a pendimstate or federal criminal clgg 4. A written cancellation of rentr liability insurance by an
if the circumstances of the cbarsubstantially relate to caring forinsurancecompany for reasons other than non-payment of pre
childrenor operating a foster home. miums and,in addition, a written denial of the same insurance

b. Has been convicted of a felomgisdemeanoor otherstate  COveragefrom one other insurance company ,
or federal ofense, the circumstances of which substantially relate 5. Documentation that payment of the insurance premium
to caring for children or operating a foster home or who is ethé¥ould cause undue financial hardship for the foster parent or
wise prohibited from licensure by statute or ch. DHS 12, includirgplicantas evidenced by any of the following:
any governmental finding that the person misappropriated-a cli a. The foster family or applicant is a participant in\tiscon-
ent’s property sin Works program under ss. 49.141 to 49.161, Stats.

4. An applicant or licensee shall immediately notify the b. The foster parent or applicant is receiving supplemental
licensingagency of any arrests or convictions, any allegations ggcurityincome under 42 USC 1381 to 1383d.
determinationsspecified under subd. 3. b., or investigations of c. The foster family or applicant income is at or below the
maltreatmentof a child under s. 48.981, Stats., relating to th@inimum family budget determined by the departmentgor
applicantor licensee or any member of the applicaot licens  posesof administering the uniform fee system under ch. DHS 1.
ee'shousehold. This information shall be used by the licensingNote: A foster parent has limited liability under s. 895.485, Stats. This does not
agencyin making a determination to issue or deny a license, figanthat he or she has no liabilityn the event that a foster parent is sued, the foster

f . parentmay be liable for anjudgment and attorneyfees. As such, a waiver of the
renewor not renew a license, or to revoke a license. insurancerequirement should be made only in rare circumstances.

(2) FINANCES. A foster parent shall havestable income stif (d) within 30 days after receipt of a request that is accempa
cientto meet the foster family’obligationswithout reliance on nied by the documentation required under. (ga), the licensing
the basic maintenance payments received for the care of fogigencyshall either waive the requiremeattdeny the request for
childrenplaced in the foster home. An applicant for a liceshedl  a waiver and shall notify the applicant or foster parientriting
providethe licensing agency with verification of compliangéh  of its decision and the reasons for the decision.
this subsection. Note: The Wsconsin Insurance Plan is property insuranctheflast resort. A

- : fosterparent and an applicant for a foster hdicense should consider theédtbnsin
(3) VEHICLELIABILITY INSURANCE. (&) An applicant for either InsurancePlan only if they cannot obtain conventional insuranae an insurance

initial licensing or for relicensingvho plans to transport foster company. For information on the Wconsin Insurance Plan, contact any insurance
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gggggyor: the \ﬁsfogsiln rlsnsssu?[ance Plan, 700 Wichigan Street, Milwaukee, Wl enoughand its living areas lge enough for the number and ages

;phone -291- . :

History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8f-1-02; corrections of the foster ch_lldr_en and other _household members. hdie

in (1) &) 1., (f) 2., 4. and (5) (c) 5. c. made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Regisfaall have furnishings and equipment necessary to adequately

November2008 No. 635, EmR0937: engerevisions as in CR 10-021f.ef-1-10; gccommodatehe foster children and other persons ||V|ng in the

CR10-021: am. (1) (b) 2. and (c) 8.and recr(1) (e) 1. and (f),.1(1) (e) 2. Register . s .

Septembe010 No. 657, €f10-1-10; EmR1050: emgerrenum (1) (b), (c) to be home- The prop_er_ty on which the foster home is situated, includ

(1) (b) 1., (c) 1and am., ci(1) (b) 2., (c) 1. h. to n,, 2. fel~1-11; CR 10-148: renum ing all other buildings and structures on that propeshall be

() O ©tobe (1) ®) 1. (¢) L and am. (8 (b) 2., ) 1. h. ton., 2. Register Augustmaintainedn a state of good repair and in a sanitary condition so
0. ,eff 9-1-11.

thatit is safe for the occupants and their health is safeguarded.
DCF 56.06 Serious incident reporting. (1) A foster (b) The licensing agency shall request firealth,sanitation
parentshall immediately notify the supervising agency and, if n@jr safety oficials to inspect the foster hometbe entire premises
the same, the licensing agency of all of the following: whenmore expert opinion is necessary to help the agency evaluate
(a) Death of a foster child. the safety of the home.
(b) Serious iliness or injury of a foster child that requires the (1m) ExTeriorAccess. If necessary for a child to access the
servicesof a licensed medical professional, including all of thgysterhomewhere the child is placed, at least one entrance to the

following: fosterhome shalbe level or ramped in accordance with ch. SPS
1. A broken bone. 362and in a manner that provides safe access for the child.
2. Aburn. (2) INTERIORLIVING AREA. (a) An applicant applying oor
3. A concussion. after September 1, 1990, for an initial license to operate a foster
4. A wound requiring stitches. home shall provide a minimum of 200 square feet of living area
5. The ingestion of poison or drug overdose. for each household membercluding each foster child, unless a
6. A reportable communicabléisease under ch. DHS 145higherminimum is deer_ned necessary b_y the Ilpensmg agency to
AppendixA. accommodatevheelchairs or other special equipment used by a

Note: Information regarding reportable communicable diseases cabtdi@ed fosterchild.

from local county public health departments. _ b) Doorways and passageways to the common rooms of the
(c) The foster parent has reasonable cause to believe any of#a rhome, acomplete bathroom, and the chiidiedroom shall

following: _ meet standards relating to accessibility in ch. SPS 362 if either
1. A foster child has been abused or neglected. the following apply:

2. Afoster child has been threatened with almigeglect and
it is likely that the foster child will be abused or neglected.

(d) An error in administering medication to a foster child.
(e) A suicide attempt by a foster child.
(f) Theunauthorized absence of a foster child from the honi‘bg

1. The child uses a wheelchair

2. The child hasignificant mobility limitations and is too big
to be safely carried.

(3) BATHAND TOILET FACILITIES. (&) An applicant for an initial
for more than 8 hours or for longer than is reasonable given éenseto operate a foster home or any licensee who changes the
child’s age, maturityand mental and emotional capacity at.'é)n of ;[he foster homel on %r arf]ter Se?tember 1, 1h990’ Shhal‘(ljl
An incident requiring contact with law enforcement at thﬁ]rovI eat least one complete bathroom for every 8 househo
(@) quiring embersncluding foster children. Bath and toilet facilities that

fosterhome o!'.that mvplve; a foster chlld. _areaccessible only through a sleeping room imeygounted only
(h) A condition or situation that requires the removal of a chilgh the occupants of that room.

from a foster home.

56(89(Ig)e(g)se of a physical restraed required under s. DCFopened from the outside in an egcy.

() Any other serious incident related to a foster child. (c) Bathrooms shall be located within the foster. home. ‘
(2) A foster parent shall immediately notify the Iicensin%v_ (d) At least one bathroom shall be constructed in conformity
it

agencyof any of the following: h ch. SPS 362 if a foster child has physical disabilities that

(&) Any physical damage to the foster home or premises tﬁ%guirespecial equipment or clear floor space.

would afect compliance with this chapténcluding the follow (4) SLEEPING ARRANGEMENTS. (@) 1. Each foster child shall
ing: be provided with a separate bed, excepelated children of the
1. Structural damage that mafiect the safe shelter of a child. Samesex over the age of one and under 12 yeaag@imay share

2. Failure in the heating, cooling, electrical, plumbing, of double or Iag.er bed. o
smokedetection system that is not repaired or that cannot be 1m. Each infant child, birth to 12 months of age, shall sleep

(b) The door of each bathroom shall have a lock that may be

repairedwithin 24 hours after the failure becomes known. alone in a crib, bassinet, or playpen.
(b) A fire on the premises of the foster home that requires the 2. Each crib shall have crib slats that are securely fastened in
servicesof a fire department. placeand arespaced no more than 2 3/8 inches apart. The mattress

(c) The displacement of a child or adverdeatt due to imple  shallfit snugly so that there are no more thahitiches between
mentationof the disaster plan required under s. DCF 56.08 (10nthe edge of the mattressid crib side. Crib sheets shall fit snugly

(3) A licensing agency shall immediatatptify the depart to the mattress. Blankets used to cover the child shall be tucked
mentexceptions panel of any serious incident in this section thightly under the mattress and shall be kept away from thehild’
is reported by a foster parent of a Level 5 foster home. mouthand nose.
in (B SnA(15) made under & 1502 (3) (b} 7. Stats., Rediater Noverber S008 Np o -ach bed shall be e enough to be comfoniale for the
635; EMR0937: emer. am. (12), df 1-1-10; CR 10-021: anf12) Register Sep  child, provide adequate body support and be equipped with a
tember2010 No. 657, éf10-1-10; EmR1050: emgrr. and recr ef. 1-1-11; CR  cleanand comfortable mattress and with a waterpamfering
10-148x. and recrRegister August 2Q1No. 668, &f 9-1-11. whennecessary The foster child shall be provided blankibtat

DCF 56.07 Physical environment. (1) GeneraL 2&réadequate for the season.
REQUIREMENTS. (a) A foster home shall be so constructed, 4. There shall be a minimum 2ffeet horizontally between
arrangedand maintained that i$ safe for all occupants, and thebedsexcept that between bunk beds there shall be a minimum of
healthof all occupants is safeguarded. The home shall ge lab feet.
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5. For the top bed of a bunk bed, there dte#l minimum of (b) No foster home may be maintainecay time at a temper

3 feet between the top of the mattress and the ceiling or any lighiireof less than 68F, or 20 C., during waking hours or 8§,

or other fixture protruding from the ceiling above the bed. or 14 C., during sleeping hours unless written approval has been
6. A foster child under 4 years of age or who has a disabili@ptainedfrom the licensing agency

thatlimits mobility may not sleep on the top bed of a bunk bed. (c) Unvented gas, oil or kerosene space heaters mayenot
7. A top bunk shall have a safety rail if occupied by a childsedin a foster home.

under8 years of age. (d) 1. All wood-burning or other alternative heating source
8. Triple—decked beds may not be used. equipmenin a foster home, except a fireplace, shalinspected
(b) No foster chilcbne year of age or older may regularly shar@y 2 fire safety expert at least biennially and certifiegraperly

a bedroom withan adult unless a physician determines that it {gstalledand maintained as defined by the manufactsirecora

medicallynecessary and the licensing agency approves. mendationsor specifications or other standards utilized byfitiee

(c) No foster child 6 years of age or older may regularly sh gfetyexpert. The licensee shall forward documentation of com

abedroom with another child of the opposite sex. iancewith this paragraph to the licensing agenifyequired by

the licensing agengya fireplace shall also be inspected Hire
(d) Each bedroom occupied by a foster child shall have a mighety expegrt. genaatirep P oy

mum floor space of 40 square feet per child, unless the licensing ) . . .
agencydetermines a higher minimum is necessary to accommo 2. In the event that a fire safety expert will not inspect or will

datewheelchairsr other special equipment used by a foster chilfot document an inspection of wood-burning equipmeénm,

- . - applicantor licensee shall permtite licensing agency to conduct
(e) No foster child may regularly sleep in any building, a\paragPe

tor other struct th . hich i to f inspection of the equipment or shall provide the licensing
mentor other structure on the premises which IS separate rom Uy neywith a statement from the homeowiseor rente's insur

fosterhome, nomay any foster child regularly sleep in an unfin,pcenrovider confirming the provides knowledge of the wood-
ishedattic, an unfinished basement, a hallway or in any room n?furningequipment in the home

mally used for purposes other than sleeping. No household mem . ) )
ber may regularly sleep in any of these places in order to (e) No heegtlng equipment may be located so that it blocks or
accommodatéhe presence of the foster child. hinders an exit from the foster home.

(f) No foster child under the age of 7 years or a child with lim  (7) STORAGE. The licensee shall provide enough drawer and
ited mobility or functioning may regularly sleep in a finishecflosetspace to reasonably accommodate éaster childs cloth
basemenbedroom or in a bedroom above the second floor ofi2d and other personal belongings.
singlefamily dwelling. (8) OUTDOOR RECREATION AND PLAY SPACE. (&) Each foster

(g) No foster child 7 years of age or older may regularly sle&§9me shall have available outdoor recreation and [dpgce
in a finished basement bedroom or in a bedroom above the sec®#eron the premises or nearby
floor of asingle family dwelling unless all of the following condi  (b) A licensing agency may require a licensee to erect a fence
tionsare met: aroundan on—prgmisqslay area when nearby vehicle ﬁtafrail-.

1. There are 2 exits to grade from that floor level. Exits frofifadtracks, a swimming pood lake, a pond or river or a similar
abasement shall comply with s. SPS 321.03 (5) (b) and (6). hazardpresents a threat to the safety of foster children.

2. Provision has been made for adequate heating, cooling,(c) Any outdoor porch on a first floor thiast more than 4 feet
ventilation,and humidity control. al ovegra_de or on or abov_e the second floor of a foster_ home shall

3. Access to and exit from these locations are appropriél@vea railingsuitably designed to safeguard foster children who
giventhe childs ambulatory level and use of mechanical device®12y be on the porch.
suchas wheelchairs and walkers. '(9) MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR. Thg foster home, a}ll other

(h) A responsible care provider shall sleep within call of fost@uildingsand structures on the premises and all equipment and
childrenduring the night. An exception mag granted only if the furnishingsshall be maintained in a safe and proper state of repair
child is at least 16 years of age and the supervising agency giBéaken,rundown, defective, inoperative or unsafe building parts,

its approval. furnishingsand equipment shall be promptly repaired, replaced or
(i) Each bedroom occupied by a foster child shall have a déBFcarded. _ _

for privacy a window that allows natural light to entand ade (10) Saniation. (a) The outside recreation and play space,

quate ventilation. furnishings,and equipment for a foster home shall be maintained

(i) A sleeping room thatomeone must pass through to get ti & clean and sanitary condition. o
anotherpart of the building may not be used for a foster child.  (b) Windows that are used for ventilation shall be screened.

; : : History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8f1-02; correction
(k) A foster Chl.ld may not regularly sleep in a roo_m to Wh'C_h‘x 4) (g) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 2003 No. 576;
accesscan be gained only through another occupied sleepingR0937:emeg. revisions as in CR 10-021f.ef-1-10; CR 10-021: am. (4) (a)
room. 1.,2.,(5) (a) and (6) (d) 1.,.cf4) (a) 1m. Register September 2010 No. 657, ef
. 0-1-10EmR1050: emey. cr (1m), (2) (b), (3) (d), renum. (2) to be (2) and am.,
(L) No more than 4 children may regularly occupy one begland recr(4) (g), am. (4) (d), (i), (10) (a),fel~1-11; CR 10-148: c(1m), (2)(b),
room. (3) (d), renum. (2}o be (2) (a) and am.,and recr(4) (g), am. (4) (d), (i), (10) (a)
RegisterAugust 201 No. 668, &f 9-1-11; corrections in (1m), (2) (b) intro.), (3)
(5) TELEPHONE. () A foster home shdlwve at least one oper (d),(4) (g) 1. made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register February 2012 No. 674.
ating telephone accessible #ochild at all times when a child is

presenin the home. DCF 56.08 Safety. (1) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. (a)

(b) Emegency telephone numbers, including fire departmer¥jaterialsand equipment that may be hazardous to children, such
police, hospital, physician, poison control center and ambulanegpower tools, flammable or combustible materials, insecticides,
shallbe posted by each telephone in a foster home. poisons plastic bags, detgents, alcohol, tobacco products and

(c) A licensee shall notify the licensing and supervising agemedicationsshall be storeéh areas not readily accessible to-fos
ciesnolater than the end of the next working day from the date that children.
afoster home telephone number is changed. (b) The licensee shall make every reasonalieted identify

(6) HeatIN. (a) A foster home shall have a heating systerandimmediately correct any hazard to the safety of foster children
thatis capableof maintaining a comfortable temperature of notvhile the children arén the foster home, on the premises or being
lessthan 68 F,, or 20 C., in living areas. transported.
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(2) ELecTriCITY. (@) Electrical systems and appliances shall (6) HAzaRDOUS MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT. (a) No foster
bein good repair andhaintained in a manner designed to protecthild under 14 years of ageay unless otherwise permitted by
the safety of foster children. statute operate any hazardous machinery or equipment.

(b) A licensee caring for a fostehild who is under 7 years of  (b) A foster child 14 yearsf age or older may operate hazard
ageshallmaintain protective covers on all electrical outlets not inusmachinery or equipment only if a written agreement has been
use. signedby the child, the child’ parent or guardian, the foster parent

(3) HouseHoLDPETs. (a) Catsgdogs and other pets vulnerable2ndthe supervising agencyith a copy provided to all parties to
to rabies which are owneay any member of the household shaifh€agreement.
be vaccinated as requirachder local ordinance and documenta  (€) 1. No foster child may operate any machinergaquipment
tion of the vaccinations shall be provided to the licensing agen#jyatis beyond his or her knowledge or mental or physical capabil

(b) Household pets known to be vicious or infected \aitly ity. ) ]
diseasetransmittable to humansay not be kept in the foster ~ 2. All hazardous machinery and equipment to be useal by
homeor elsewhere on the premises. fosterchild shall be maintained in safe and proper condition.

(4) TRANSPORTATION. (@) Any licensee or other person acting 3. The foster child shall be under the general and appropriate
on behalf of the licensee who transports foster childrerafiyr - Supervisionof a responsible adult when operating a hazardous
purposeshall possess a valid driverlicense. The licensing machineryor piece of equipment.
agencymay establish additional requirements in this arearity 4. a. The foster child shall be trained by the supervising adult
ten policy. onthe safe and proper use and operation of any hazardous fmachin

(b) No licensee or person acting on behalf of a licensee m@y Or equipment before actually operating the hazardous machin
transportany foster child under the age of 8 yeartees than 80 €ry or equipment.
pounds in weighin any private motor vehicle unless the follow b. The agencynay require attendance at specific training that
ing conditions are met, as required in s. 347.48 (4), Stats.:. is applicable to an applicasthome environment, such @sm

1. Each child who is less than one year old or who weighs |€&feétyand logging safety

than 20 pounds being transported in a vehitell be properly 5. The foster child shall wear clothing and safety gear appro
seatedand restraineth a rear—facing individual child car safetypriateto the operation of particular hazardooachinery or equip
seatin the back seat of the vehicle. ment.

2. Each child who is at least one year old but less than 4 year{7) FIRE PROTECTION. (&) Smoke detectorsA foster home
old or who weighs at least 20 pounds but less than 40 psbatls shall have one or more single-station battery-operated, electri
be properly restrained in a forward—facing individual child carcally interconnected or radio signal-emitting smoke deteetbrs
safetyseat in the back seat of the vehicle. each of the following locations in the home:

3. Each child who is at least 4 years old but less than 8 years 1. At the head of every open stairway

old, who weighs at least 40 pounds but not more than 80 pounds, 2. On each floor of the home.

or who is 4 feet 9 inches tall or less, shall be properly restrained 3. |n each sleeping room

in a shoulder—positioning child booster seat. Note: These smoke detector locatidreve been determined by a combination of
(C) Each child who is not required to be in an individual chil andardfound in ch. 2-2.1.1.1 of National Fire Protection Association &JFP

. ndard72 and s. SPS 321.09. The smoke detector at the head of an open stairway
car safety seat or booster seat when being transported shalfa@aiso serve as the smoke detector for that floor of the home.

properlyrestrained by a seat belt, except as provided in s. 347-48(b) Smoke detector maintenancEhe licensee shall check the
(2m), Stats., and ch.rans 315. operatingcondition of eactsmoke detector at least once a month
(5) FIREARMS AND OTHER WEAPONS. (&) Except as allowed andshall immediately repair or replace any unit or jedr unit
underpar (d), no loaded firearm may be kept in a foster homefound to be inoperative. For a single-station battery—operated
(b) No unloaded firearm or other dangerous weapon leay Smokedetector the battery shall be replaced at least ogmeh
keptin a foster home unless stored and lockedrinarea not Yéar.

readily accessible to foster children. Ammunition materéald (c) Fire extinguisherA fire extinguisher with a UL rating for
firearms shall be stored in separate locked areas that are mgtB and C burning materials shall be available in or near the
readily accessible to foster children. kitchen of a foster home. The foster parent shall know how to

Note: A firearm need not be locked in an area not readily accessible todoister operatethe fire extinguisherLicensing agencies may also require

drenif the firearm has been disassembled in such a manner that it is not operaglfire extinguisher near the sleeping areas of the home.
Triggerlocks alone do not meet the above requirement but may be a supplemental

safetymeasure in addition to the firearm being stored and locked in an area not readily(8) FIRE SAFETY EVACUATION PLAN. (&) The licensee shall
accessibléo foster children. Aveapon cabinet with a glass front is not consideredlevelopa written plan for thémmediate and safe evacuation of
securegven if it can be locked. ) i the foster home in the event of a fire. The plan shall include the

(c) A foster child may be permitted to use firearms or bows fqguowing;
huntingor taget practice only if all of the following conditiolase 1. The means to be used famegency exiting from all floor
met: o levelsof the foster home.

1. The child is at least 12 years of age. _ 2. The place away from the foster home at whickwaicuated

2. The childs parent or guardian has given written consefitembersof the household will meet so that it can be determined
andthe childs foster parent and the supervising ageamyrove. if all persons are out of danger

3. The child has successfully completed an approved hunter 3. The means by which foster children who are not ambula
educationand firearm safety program under s. 29.304, Stats. tory will be assisted in evacuating the home.

4. The child is under the supervision of a responsible adult at(b) 1. The licensee shall review the fire safety evacuation plan
all times. with all household members at least once ev&months and

(d) If the foster parent is a sworn law enforcemeficefwho —immediatelyfollowing placement of a new foster child in the
is required to maintain a loaded weagairall times, the loaded licensee’shome.
weaponshall be stored and locked in an area not readily accessible 2. The fire safety evacuation plan shall be posted in the home
to foster children. andits location made known to all household members.
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(c) At least once every gears the licensing agency shall 8. Other modifications to accommodate needs identified by
review the fire safety evacuation plan with the licensee and thee child’s team or treatment team.
licenseeshall revise the plan if the licensing agency determines it (c) Any additional conditions imposed under .p@) or (b)
IS necessary shall bein writing and reviewed jointly by the licensing agency
(9) FIre saFeTY INSPECTION. If required by the licensing andlicensee before takingfett.
agencya foster parent shaiirange for a fire safety inspection by (d) The licensing agency and licensee shall review the condi
fire safety experts at any time there is cause for concern for tftts under par(a) or (b) for possible revision at least annually

safetyof household residents because of conditions in the fosterote: A licensing agency may use an exceptiqgratment under s. DCF 56.23
homeor elsewhere on the premises. (3) to pay for anynecessary adjustments to the foster home to meet the special needs
of a foster child.

1 égnﬁ) CfARBONﬁ"ONO)?'DE DETECTOR. (a_) E_f%ctl_?ga_ Feb;‘uri\lr%/‘ (12) Stairways. Each stairway shall have a handrail.

, , a foster home in a one— or two—unit building shall have i\ cr 00-020: ciRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8+1-02; EmR0937:

a functional carbon monoxide detector installed in the basemektrg.r. and recr(4) (b) and (c), am. (5) (b), of10m), ef. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: r
ndon h floor level. ex i r r r I drect (4) (b) and (c), am. (5) (b),.€¢®@m) and (10m) Register September 2010 No.

a dr? each rioor le de,e ce_ﬂktle ﬁtt C, garage, o stofagelaofas 7,eff. 10-1-10; EMR1050: engram. (8) () 24r. (8) () 3., rand recr(11), ef.

eachunit, in accordance with the requirements of s. 64,1-11;CR 10-148 am. (8) () 2., ¢8) () 3., rand recr(11) Register August 201

Stats. No. 668, ef. 9-1-11; CR 10-021 trancription error in (5) (b) corrected Register

Note: A one-unit building is a single family residence. A two-unit building is December2015 No. 720
duplexor two—flat.

(b) A foster home in a building with at least 3 units shall have DCF 56.09 Care of foster children. (1) PRINCIPLESFOR

one or more functional carbon monoxide detectors installed MJRTURING CARE. The foster parent shall provide nurturing care
accordancavith the requirements of s. 101.149, Stats. to each child placed in a foster home. Nurturing care is care that

(10) RePORTINGFIRES. The licenseshall report by no later doesall of the following: . ,
thanthe end othe next working day to the licensing agency any () Ensureshat the child is provided a humane physical and
fire in the foster home or elsewheye the premises that requiresPsychologicalenvironment.
the assistance of the fire department. (am) Socializes thehild into family living and teaches social

(10m) DisasTERPLAN. Each licensed foster horshall file a and community living skills, including accepting tasks and
disasterplan with the licensing agency that would allow th&esponsibilities.
licensingagency to identifylocate,and ensure continuity of ser  (b) Is respectful of the child as a person.
vicesto children under the placement and care responsibility or (bm) Increases the chilsl'opportunities to develop decision—
supervisionof an agency who are displacadadversely &cted makingskills and to make informed choices.

by a disaster Disaster plans shall include all of the following () Gives thechild room to grow and the maximum of personal
information: . . . ‘ andphysical freedom appropriate to the childge and maturity
_ (@) Where a familyprovider or childwould go in an evacka  (cm) |ncreases the chilslindependence in performinasks
tion, including one location in the nearhyea and one location outangactivities by teaching skills that reduce dependence on care
of the area. takers.

(b) Phone numbers, electronic mail addresses, and other con(d) Does not deny foster child access to confidential family
tactinformation for the foster parent. planningand reproductive health services.

(c) Contact information for a relative or friend out of the area (dm) Educates the child regarding human sexual development,
who will know where the family is located. asappropriate.

(d) A list of items that the licensee will take if evacuated, (e) Does not discriminate against the child becausthef
including any medication and medical equipment for the child.child’s race or cultural identification, sex, age, sexual orientation,
(e) A phone numbethe licensee will call to check in with thecolor, creed, ancestyyational origin or disability
licensingagency or caseworker (em) Promotes cultural understanding esehsitivity in the
(11) SAFETY OF INFANTS AND CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES. (a) child and respects the cultural traditions of the chifdmily.
A licensing agency maynpose additional safety conditions upon (f) Lets the child participate in community activities of the
alicensee if the licensee cares fartéld under one year of age orchild's choice, including sports and activities of schaoinmu
a child with mental or physical disabilities when the age, impairatty, social and religious groups, with this participatiestricted
judgment,or mobility of the child createsdditional safety risks. only by reasonable curfew hours, cost considerations, a court
(b) A licensing agency may require modifications to a fosté@rder or for a reason agreed upon by the foster parent and the
home or other accommodations necessary to meet specifi€ensingand supervising agencies.
requirementsdentified by the child teamor treatment team.  (fm) Increaseshe childs opportunities to interact with diverse
Thesemodifications may include any of the following: community populations.
1. Supplemental electrical service to the home. ~ (9) Gives the child reasonable opportunity to voluntarily par
2. Electrical back-up systems that will provide a reliable levéfiPateor not participate in religious practices, activities, and ser
of power in the event of an electrical system failure. vicesof the childs choice or the choice of the chilgharents. Any

) discrepancybetween the child’ choice and the choice of the
3. Adequate mechanisms for the safe and legal storage @ﬂfﬁj’s parents shall be resolved by the clsildaseworker

d|sposal(.)f-med|cal suppl.|es. . . (gm) Teaches the child life skills in situations where the skills
4. Minimumand maximum standards for heating and coolingq\sed.

temperaturesiithin the homg. . (h) Allows a foster parent to condwcsearch without the foster
5. Structural or cosmetic changes to allow the child accessiig's consent if the foster parent believes a search is necessary
into and throughout the home. to prevent harm to the foster child or another person or because the
6. Mechanisms for ensuring that heater temperatures from foster child is violating a law The foster parent shall share the
bathtub,sink, showegrand other bathroom fixtures do not exceethformationabout the search with thild’s supervising agency

amaximum safe temperature dfiddegrees Fahrenheit. caseworker.
7. Mechanisms for measuring and achieving established air(hm) Provides daily schedules, routines, environments, and
purity standards in the home. interactionssimilar to those of other children of the same age and
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in accordance with the chikl'’case plan, permanency plan, or e. Any technique that uses pain inducement to obtain com
treatmentplan. plianceor control, including punchindpitting, hyperextension of

(i) Lets a child keep and wear his or her own clothing as appl@nts, or extended use of pressure points for pain compliance.
priateto the season or setting unless the clothing is too small for f. Any technique that involves pushing on or into a child’
the child, is prohibited by the child’case manager is otherwise mouth,nose, oreyes, or covering the chikiface or body with
unsuitablefor wear anything, including softobjects, such as pillows, washcloths,

Note: An example of clothing unsuitable for wear is clothing infested with liceblankets,and bedding.

(i) Permits a child to receive mail, to make and to receive-area 4. Notwithstanding subd. 3. f., if a child is biting himself or
sonable number délephonecalls and to visit with familyfriends  herselfor other persons, a foster parent may useger in a
andothers unless a visit is contraindicabgdthe childs case plan, vibrating motion to stimulate the chilsl’upper lipand cause the

by a court order or by another controlling document. child’s mouth to open and may lean into the bite with the least
(k) Does not inflict or tolerate infliction qfhysical or verbal amountof force necessary to open the chalgiw

abuse, physical punishment, ill treatment or hardtuariliating (e) A foster parent shateport the use of any physical restraint

discipline of the child. to the licensing agency as soon as possible after the imminent dan

(L) Does not require a child to perform labor that financiallger has been resolved but no later than 24 hours after the use of any
benefitsthe foster parent without the chiddagreement, approval Physicalrestraint. Information shall include a description of the
of the childs parent or guardian and approval of $hpervising situationthat led to the use of restraint, the nature ofelseal_ng _
agency. thatwas used, any follow—-up actions that were taken, any injuries

(m) Allows the child access to clothing and written angw]?tmay_have re_sulctjeg fr%m I‘.Jse of the restraint, andaddjtional
recordedmaterials and other itenappropriate to the chilg’age informationrequired by the licensing agency
andcomprehension. None of these materials may be permanentlt!mM) NUMBER OF CHILDREN FOR WHOM CARE MAY BE PRO-
withheld from the childwithout the specific consent of the child’ VIDED. (8) In general. Care and maintenance may be provided
caseworker.Any withheld material shall be given to the créld’ for no more than 4 children in a foster home.
caseworker who shall determine whether the material should be(b) Sibling connectionsNotwithstanding paxa), for the pur
returnedto thechild or given to the child’parent or guardian. A poseof maintaining sibling connections, a licensing agency may
foster child’s personal belongings may not be damaged grantan exception tallow 7 or fewer foster children in a foster
destroyed. home. A licensing agency shall apply to the departnextep

Note: The primary intent of pafm) is to allow a foster child to have clothes, tions panel to place 8 or more children in a foster home if Reces
e R oo e S koot P b Y10 ke silings togethefthe censing agency shall ollow
pgfesnrl:]s%owullz communicate thg?n writing to the licensing agency ' % requ”emen_ts EStab"Shed_undeDgF 56'02 (2) when grant

ing or requesting an exception under this paragraph and shall

(n) Does not permit a child to be mechanically restraied odify the licenseo reflect a reduction in the number of foster
lockedor confined in angnclosure, room, closet or other part oEn

the house or premises for any reason, except as provided und’glrdremn the home if gny of thg Ch"dr?n leave.
sub.(5) (i). (c) Parental connection.Notwithstanding paxa), for the pur

(0) Responds appropriately to disruptive behavior poseof maintaining a parental connection for a minor parent and
minor child who are placed togetherlicensing agency may grant

(1g) PHYSICAL RESTRAINT. (a) A foster parent may not use anyan exception to allow 7 or fewer foster children in a foster home.
typeof physical restraint on a foster child unless the fadtéd's A jicensing agency shall apply the department exceptions panel
behaviorpresents an imminent danger of harm to self or othegsplace 8 or morehildren in a foster home if necessary to keep
andphysical restraint is necessary to contain the risk andtkeepa minor parent and minor child togetheFhe licensing agency
fosterchild and others safe. shallfollow the requirements established unddbGF 56.02 (2)

(b) A foster parent shall attempt other feasible alternativeswdien granting or requesting an exception under this paragraph
de-escalata child and situation before using physical restrainandshall modify the license to reflect a reduction in the number

(c) A foster parent may naise physical restraint as disciplin Of foster children in the home if any of the children leave.

: : Note: In order to exceed the limit of 4 children in a foster home, any additional
ary apnon, for the convenience of the foster parent, or for'the';:%ild must be related to one of the initial 4 children placed in the home.
peuticpurposes.

) o (cm) Placement continuity exceptiorNotwithstanding par
(d) If physical restraint is necessary under (B a foster par ga),for the purpose of maintaining previous existing connections,
entmay only use the physical restraint in the following manne rlicensing agency may grant arception to allow 7 or fewer fos

1. With the least amount of force necessary and in the legst children in a foster home licensing agency shall apply to the
restrictivemanner to manage the imminent danger of harm to sdépartmenexceptions panel to place 8 or more children in a foster

or others. homeif necessary to allow a child who was previously placed in
2. That lasts only fothe duration of time that there is an immi the foster home and was on a trial reunification or a child who is
nentdanger of harm to self or others. undera voluntary transition—to—independent living agreement to

returnto the foster home. The licensing agency shall fotlosv
) ) requirementestablishedinder s. DCF 56.02 (2) when granting
a. Any maneuver or technique that does not give adequaigequesting an exception under this paragraph and shall modify
attentionand care to protection of the chdiead. thelicense to reflect a reduction in the number of foskéidren
b. Any maneuver that places pressure or weight on thehilii the home if any of the children leave.
chestungs, sternum, diaphragieck, or abdomen causing chest () Number of childen in a foster home with Level 3 to 5 certi
compression. fication. Notwithstanding par(a), a licensing agency may limit
c. Any maneuver that places pressure, weight, or leveragethe number of children fowhom a foster home with a Level 3 to
the neck or throat, on any artegy on theback of the chil& head 5 certification may provide care and maintenandeweer than 4.
or neck, or that otherwise obstruatsrestricts the circulation of  (g) More than 2 childen in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5
blood or obstructs an airwaguch astraddling or sitting on the certification If a licensingagency plans to place or places more
child’s torso. than2 foster children in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certifica
d. Any type of choke hold. tion, the licensing agency shall notify any placing agency or

3. That does not include any of the following:
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supervisingagency with a child already placed in the home. Thaance family visits, sleep, studiesy religious practice and may
noticeshall be in writing and sent to the placing agency or supeot violate the humane and nurturing care described in sub. (1).
vising agency prior to placement of the third or fourth child, ifpos  (b) Foster children may not be given responsibility for chores
sible. If written notice prior to the additional placement is not poghat may cause harm to themselves or others.

sible, the licensing agency shall verbally notify any placing

gggzﬁggigaggrwfilt?gnar?;?ccg prior to the placement and SUb%Eéltethat the child is placed in foster care, the foster parent shall
A . arrangefor medical and dental examinations of the child in accor

_ (f) Total number of individualseceiving cae. The number of gancewith the schedule of the HealthCheck program. An appro

individuals receiving care in a foster home, including twn  priatereproductive health needs and confidential family planning

binedtotal of fosterchildren, minor children of the foster parentgssessmershall be a part of the medical examination as included

other children, and adults who need care may not exceed the {ioknhe HealthCheck program.

|OWII’ng Note: If the foster parent does not receiveaathorization to provide medical care

1. In a foster home with a Level 1 to 2 certification, 8 persoﬁgrm signedby a parent or guardian, the foster parent may not be able to obtain the
' requiredmedical services for the child. ithout the consent of the parentgurardian,

2. In afoster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification, 6 personsbecomes the responsibility of thtacing agency to ensure that the HealthCheck

(9) Children under 2 years of age\ foster parent may not reg Physicalfor the child is completed. _ _
ularly provide care fomore than 2 children under 2 years of age, (b) All foster children shalteceive medical and dental care
includingthe combined total of foster children, minor children ofinder the HealthCheck programless they have private insur
the foster parent, and any other children. ancethat covers services required in this chapféhe Health

(2) SUPERVISIONOFCHILDREN. (a) The licensee may not com Checkprogram shall supplement any required services net cov

bine the care of foster children with regular part-time care of oth§fed Py Private insurance. A foster chisdcase record shall
non-relatecthildren oradults or conduct business or provide se£ontain medical records utilizing the HealthCheck program
vicesin the foster home without the written approval of the lieenf®"™MS- _ .

ing agency The licensing agency shall confer with any other cer (€) The foster parent shall notify the supervising agency as
tifying or licensing agencies involved with the additiona$oon as possible if a foster child has any seritnsss or any
activities before granting approval and mapprove a request injury that requires medical treatment.

only if the foster parent presents satisfactory evidence that the(d) The foster parent shall ensuhat each foster child who
additionalactivities will not interfere with the quality or mannemeedsmedical attentiomeceives appropriate and adequate medi
of care provided to foster children. The licensing agency may reil services promptly

allow a foster parent who operates a foster home with a Level 3(gm) The foster parent shall ensure that each foster child who

to 5 certification to also operate a licensed family child care cenigdeds mental health services receives appropriate services
underch. DCF 250 or a certified child care hoomeder ch. DCF  yromply.

202in the foster home. (e) The foster parent shall ensure that each foster child receives

(b) Both foster parents may not be employed away from thejenta| examinations and cleanings per year through a Health
homeon a full-time, part-time or seasonal basis without W“tte@heckprogram referral.

ngégzﬁgt tggrggﬁnzgg :tgg g ng&gg;gexvfyc;?cl))r/noph%fgztri; (f) No foster parent may purchase tobacco products for a child

without written approval of the licensing agencipproval by the ©! €MPIoy the childs use of tobacco produdis part of a treatment

licensingagency for this employment shall depend on the fost8F behavior modification program.

parentor parents presenting satisfactory evidence that trere  (9) 1. A foster parent may not smoke or allow another person

suitable plans for the care of the children &mdresponding in to smoke in a foster home or in a vehicle when a foster child is

emergencysituations during the abseno&the foster parent or present.

parentsfrom the home. 2. Nothing in this paragraph shall be interpreted to interfere
(c) A person who provides child care for a foster child forconyith traditional or established spiritual or cultural ceremonies

pensation on a regular basis in a location other than thesdioige’  involving the use of tobacco.

ter home shall be certified under ch. DCF 202 or licensed under(5) DiscipLINE. (a) Disciplinary action by a foster paramt

(4) HEALTH OF FOSTERCHILDREN. (a) Within 30 days after the

ch. DCF 250, 251, or 252. any other person serving assabstitute caretaker in the absence
(d) A licensee may not leave foster children under 10 yafarsof the foster parent shall be aimed at encourathiedoster child
agewithout supervision by a responsible care provider to understand what is appropriate social behavior

(e) A licensee shall ensure that fostkildren 10 years of age  (b) The type of discipline imposed shall &ygpropriate to the
or older receive responsible supervision appropriate to their agbild’s age and understanding.
maturity and abilities as might reasonably be provided pyua (c) Physical punishment of foster children is prohibited.

dent parent to that pareswn children. _ (d) Alicensee may natubject any foster child to verbal abuse,
(f) Afoster parent shall secure authorization fronsthigervis  profanity, derogatoryremarks about the child or his or her family
ing agency before taking a foster child out of state for a peried lafy to threats to expel the child from the home.

gerthan 48 hours. (e) A licensee may not permit another adult or child, other than
(9) A foster parent shall secure approval of the supervisiagesponsible care provideo discipline a foster child.
agencybefore making plans for the care of a foster child by anyNote: If the licensee leaves the foster child in the cdranother person, such as
other person in or away from the foster home for any period ﬁpaby_sitter‘that other person i:e}spon}sible for provid_ir)g the discipline in accord
excesf 48 hours. Pursuant $pecified information in the place 2nceWith this chapter and any licensing agency policies. ]
mentagreement for a foster child, tisepervising agency may (f) No foster child may be punished by being deprived of
requirea fosterparent to secure agency authorization for periodigeals,mail, or family interaction.
lessthan 48 hours. (9) No foster child may bpunished or ridiculed for bed-wet
(3) HoUSEHOLDCHORES. (a) A foster parent may require a-fosting or other lapses in toilet training.
ter child to share in household chores appropriate to the ghild’ (h) No foster child may be mechanicatigstrained or locked
age, degreeof maturity mental capabilityhealth, and physical in any enclosure, room, closet or other part of the house er else
ability. These duties shall not interfexéh a childs school atten whereon the premises for any reason.
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(i) No foster child may be punished by being restricted to anen in their home who wish to read or who have homework
unlockedroom or area afhe home except as follows: assignments.

1. A foster child under 6 years of age may be restricted to an(f) The foster parent shall asdis¢ agency and any contracted
unlockedliving area of the home for not longer than 10 minuteagencywith the transfer of independeliting skills to and the
for any episode of misbehaviolhe foster child shall beithin  preparatiorfor independent living o foster child whose perma
hearingof a responsible caretaker and shall be permitted use of tigcyplan indicates the need for these skills and preparation.
toilet if necessary (g) The foster parent shall assist a foster dhilglanning for

2. A foster child 6 to 10 years of age may be restricted to anhievemenbf the childs educational or vocational goals.
unlockedliving area of the home for not longer than 30 minutes (11) Case Recorps. (a) The foster parent shall maintain
for any episode of misbehaviofhe foster child shall beithin  recordon each foster child. The record shall contain information
hearingof a responsible caretaker and shall be permitted use of thgardingthe child for the entire duration of the placement and
toilet if necessary shall contain at least the following information:

3. A foster child over 10 years of age may be restricted to an 1. The childs name, nickname and any alias by which the
unlockedliving area of the home for up to 60 minutes for any epthild is known.
sodeof misbehaviar The foster child shall be within hearinf 2. The childs birthdate.

a responsible caretaker asidallbe permitted use of the toilet if 3. Thenames, addresses and telephone numbers of persons

ne{(:gfsggmwe (@) The licensee shall ensure that funds allct)0 be notified in an emgency involving the foster child.
catedfor the purchase of clothing for foster childrere used in 4. The date the child was placed in the foster home.

sucha manner that children in the licenseeare are comfortably ~ 5- The name, address and telephone numbiireqberson or

and appropriately dressed within the limits of the funds. Fost@gencyplacing the child.

children’sclothing shall be maintained in a state of good repair 6. The name of the physician to be called in an gemay.

andcleanliness. 7. Medical informationabout the child, including known
(b) Clothing purchased for a foster child or otherwise provideallergiesand the dates of medical examinations, immunizations,

to a foster child with the understanding that the clothing belongisiessesand accidents since the time the child was placéukin

to the foster child shall be the property of the child and shall bgsterhome.

givento the child to take when he or she leaves the fostere. Note: This information must be included on the form required by ch. DCF 37.

(7) PERSONALBELONGINGS. When a foster child leaves a foster 8. The namend address of the chiddentist and dates the
home,he or she may take all special equipment or other persoﬁgqld received dental care sinttee child was placed in the foster
belonginggthat the child had when placed in the foster home, tHZ@Me.
weregiven to the child to keep, that the child received as gifts, or 9. If the child attendschool while in the foster home, the
that were purchased on behalf thfe child with public funds, nameof the school and the grades the child received.
unlessthe items are permanentlyfiaéd to the foster home. (b) The foster parent shall give the foster childcord to the

(8) SrenDINGMONEY. The foster parent shall give each fosteehild’s supervising agency when the child leaves the foster home.
child spending money each week. The amount of spending(c) At the request of the licensing or supervising agetiey
moneygiven to a foster child shall lz@ppropriate to the chils’age foster parent shall make the foster child’ecord available for
andmaturity and in accordance with the cheldase plan estab inspectionby that agency A foster childs record may also be
lishedby the supervising agency examinedby authorized representatives of the department.

(9) NutriTioN. (@) The foster parent shall ensure that each (12) ConripenTiALITY. The foster parent and other persons in
fosterchild receives at least 3 mealslay Meals a child receives the household having accesconfidential information about the
aspart of a meals program at school may be counted. A schofdster child and his or her family may not discuss or otherwise dis
agefoster child who does not participate irsehool lunch pro  closethat information to any other person while the child is in the
gramshallbe provided a sack lunch or be provided lunch at tiesterhome or after the chiléaves the foster home, except as fol
fosterhome orshall otherwise have lunch arranged for by or witlows:

the approval of the foster parent. (a) To the licensing agency or agency placing the child in the
~ (b) The foster parent shall ensure that each fasiiéd is pre  careof the licensee.
videda quantity and variety of foods &afent to meet the child’ (b) To another foster parent or respite care provider as-autho

nutritional needs and to maintain his or her health and growthyjzed'by the agengysuch as when another foster parent is being
(c) No foster child may be forced to eat against his or heonsideredas a placement for the child or the person is providing
wishesexcept by order of and under the supervision of a physespitefor the child.

clan. (c) By order of a court.
(10) EDUCATION OF FOSTERCHILDREN. (@) The foster_parent (d) As otherwise provided by law
shall make every reasonablef@t to ensure that fostehildren Note: Disclosure of confidential information is goverrisgss. 48.78 and 48.981
of school age in their care attend school unless otherwise excu@gétats., and other state and federal laws and regulations.
by school oficials. History: CR 00-020: ciRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8f1-02; corrections
in (2) (c) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635;
(b) The foster paremhall make every reasonabléoetfto par  EmR0937:emeg. revisions as in CR 10— 021f.ef-1-10: CR 10-021: am. (1) (d).

2 3) (), (@) (b), (5 4.and 8., c(l d recr(7
ticipate,as appropriate, in school activities involving foster-chil®: (?)er(Se) p(?e)m(gér(zg)(fg ,\(lo)( ). )(f) ?(f% Ef‘n“m%g( e“r"r)l?; gr”(l;e(cg&;

drenin their care. (bm) (cm), (dm), (em), (fm), (gm), (hm) (9), (19), (Am) (d) to (g) (4) (dm) (g) (10)

(c) The foster parent may not provide a home-bagsadte (9, an. & (B (0. Am) B, ©), (2%)( a), (4) (e)da”d recr(2) (©). 12 {f L
educationaprogram to foster children in their care. This does ngtm) @ (tme) (o) (tmer)( ()Cg (m?e)( (dg u() (gg 54)"1()(1&) (é)( ?Ié)(?g’;")am)l)(?@) ((1%)1)

applyto homebound study under 48115 (1), Stats., or as deflned(b) (C) (2) (a), (4)e), rand recr(2) (), r (2) (h), (i) Register August 20No. 668,

9-1-11; EmR1414: emer ct (1m) (cm), eff 8-1-14; CR 14-054: am. (1m) (b)
in the childs individualized education program. (C) cr. (1m) (cm) Register April 2015 No. 712f.65-1-15.

(d) Foster children shall be given the opportunity to develop
appropriatefriendships with schoolmates and to visit their friends. pcF 56.10 Hearing. (1) ApPeEaL. An applicant fora

(e) The foster parent shall provide suitable reading materiadenseto operate a foster home who is denied a license or a
andfacilities for undisturbed reading and study for all foster-chilicensee whose license is revoked or whose application for
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118-1 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FRAMILIES DCF 56.13

renewalof the license islenied may appeal the decision by asking (a) A descriptionof the support services available through the
for a hearing in accordance with ch. 227, Stats. agencyincluding the availability of respite care services and how

Note: The appeal rights described in this section relate only to licensure decisidigster parents can access those services.
Fosterparents also have appeal rightsrfon-licensure decisions as provided under . . .
5.48.64 (4), Stats., and ch. HA 3 rules. Any decision made by a circuit court regarding(b) Contact |nf_orr_nat|on for the \stonsin Foster andd()p'_ )
aplacement or a placed child is not appealable by the foster parent under this sediiv@ Parent Association, the National Foster Parent Association,
(2) REQUESTFORA HEARING. A request for a hearing shall bethe Wisconsin Foster Care and Adoption Resource Ceantelr if
in writing and shall be addressed to the department of adminis@sailable local foster parent associations or support groups.
tion’s division of hearings and appeals. The date of the request fdtistory: dCR 00—ﬁ0§0:1 CrlRoe%siéeigegzﬂiary 3002 I\AO- 55t4, esH;OZ;bEmgoOng\l:
- : : : gr. and recrefl. 1-1-10; -021: end recrRegister September o.
a h,ea”ng shall be the date on Wthh the reques_t is received by g@%ﬁ. 10-1-10; correction to numbering made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Reg
office. Any request for a heann_g shall be received no more thigfar September 2010 No. 657; correction in (1) (€) made under s. 13.92 %) (b)
15 days after the date of the notice of the agency decision tp det§is-Register August 2aiNo. 668.

revoke,or not renew the license. e
Note: The request for a hearing should be sent to the Division of Hearings and DCF 56.13 Foster home level of care certification.

Appeals PO. Box 7875, Madison, Wconsin 53707 or delivered toe Division at (1) CHILD SPECIFICLICENSE. (@) In this sectiorichild—specific
5005University Avenue, Suite 201, Madison, WI 53705-5400. license”means a license to operate a foster home that is issued to
(3) ARRANGEMENTSFORA HEARING. In responséo a request gz relative of a child or an individual who has a previous existing

for a hearing under this section, the division of hearings apsiationship with the child or the chififamily.
appealsshall appoint a hearing examinset a date for the hearing )y A chjlg-specific license magmain valid with any granted
andnotify the parties in writing at least 10 days before the heari ?vérsor excegtions for the duarlfﬁimf the licensing ge%iod or

of the date, time and place of the hearing and of the procedureg 9, g months after the child returns home or is placed elsewhere,

be followed. ; :
History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554f. &~1-02; CR whicheveroccurs first. . .
10-021:am. (2) Register September 2010 No. 657 16f1-10. (c) A foster home operated by a foster paveitit a child-spe

cific license may be certified at any level of care.

(2) CerTIFICATION. A licensing agency shall certify eaftis
F home for a level of care under subs. (3) to (7) commensurate
ith the foster parerg’knowledge, training, skills, experience,
fid relationship to the child in accordance with the licensing
agency’sprogramming and capacity

(3) LEVEL 1 CHILD-SPECIFICFOSTERHOME. (@) Child—specific

license A licensing agency may grant a Level 1 certification only

DCF 56.12 Foster parent handbook. A licensing
agencyshall provide each licensed or prospective foster pareg
with a copy of the agencyfoster parent handbook prior to or ai
thetime of the issuance of the license to operate a foster horg
Thefoster parenhandbook shall include information on the-fol
lowing topics:

(1) General information, including:

() Overview of the child welfare system. to a foster home operatéy a foster parent with a child—specific
(b) Description of the purpose of foster care. license.
(c) Overview of the juvenile court system. (b) Training. Each foster parent who operates a Level 1 foster

(d) Description of the concept of aptdocedures for perma home shall complete a minimum of 6 hours of pre—placement
nencyplanning, permanenagmal options, and concurrent permatrainingunder s. DCF 56.14 (6) before or after the placement of
nencyplanning. achild but no later than 6 months after the ddtimitial licensure.

(e) Requirements for foster parents to report child abuse QNote: A foster parent with a child-specific license often does not actually receive
this training before placement of tlekild but it is still referred to as “pre—placement
neglectunder s. DCF 56.06 (_1) (©). _ training.”
(f) A brochure that explains the fosgearent insurance pro  (4) LeveL 2BAsIC FOSTERHOME. (a) Training. 1. a. Each fes
gramand information regarding how to file a claim under that prger parent whooperates a Level 2 foster home shall complete a

gram. minimum of 6 hours of pre—-placement trainingpder s. DCF

(9) Abrochurethat explains the foster care reimbursement arf$.14(6) before or afteinitial licensure but prior to the placement
ratestructure, including the clothing allowance. of any child in the home.

(2) Agency-specific information, including: b. Notwithstanding subd. 1. a., each fogparent with a

(a) Agency expectationsf foster parents in working with chil child—specificlicense whaoperates a Level 2 foster home shall
dren'sfamilies and supporting family interaction plans. completethe pre—placement training under s. DCF 56.14 (6)

(b) Expectations for foster pareritsworking with the licens ~beforeor after the placement of a child but no later than 6 months
ing and placing agencies. afterthe date of initial licensure.

- L - Note: A foster parent with a child-specific license often does not actually receive
(C) Confldentla“ty requirements. this training before placement of tlekild but it is still referred to as “pre—placement
(d) Description of agency policies and procedumnesases of training.”

allegationsof child maltreatment against foster parents. 2. Each foster parent who operates a L2Wester home shall
(e) Procedures in the event of egrencies decting the foster completea minimum of 30 hours of initial licensing training under
parentor any foster child. s.DCF 56.14 (7) during the initial licensing period.

(f) Procedures for filing grievances and appeals and the pro 3. Each foster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home shall
cesses used by the agency in responttirayich grievances and completel0 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8) in

appeals. _eachlz_—month period of licensure subsequerthinitial licens
(g) Procedures for reimbursement for such expendituresi@g period.

travel costs, clothing for foster children, and school fees. (b) References.An applicant for certification to operate a
(3) Information about caring for children, including: Level 2 foster home shall submitleast 3 favorable reference-let
(a) Attachment. ters written by persons unrelated to the applicanteférencdet-
(b) Child development ter shall include a statement indicating how long the person giving

X ) thereference has known the applicamder what circumstances

(c) Griefand loss. he or she knows the applicant, and his or her knowledge of the
(d) Discipline of foster children. applicant'scharacteristics under s. DCF 56.05 (1) (b).
(e) Independent living and the transfer of independent living (5) LeveL 3MODERATE TREATMENT FOSTERHOME. (a) Licensee

skills. experience 1. An applicant focertification to operate a Level

(4) Informationabout resources for foster families, including3 foster home shall have at least 3 of the following:
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a. A minimum of one year of experience as a foster parent or g. Work or personal experience for whittte applicant has
kinship care provider with a child placed in his or heme for at demonstratethe knowledge, skill, abilityand motivation to meet

leastone year the needs of children with a level of need of 4.
b. A minimum 5 years of experience working with or parent 2. If an applicant for certification to operaté.avel 4 foster
ing children. homerelies on experience that meets the requirements in subd. 1.

c. A minimum of 500 hours oéxperience as a respite card. or f. as one of the 4 required criteria in this paragraph, the appli
providerfor children under the supervision of a human servicé@ntshall also meet one of the criteria in subd. 1. a,, c., e., or g.
agency. (b) Training. 1. Each foster parent woperates a Level 4 fos

d. A high school diploma or the equivalent. ter home shall completa minimum of 40 hours of pre—placement

e. A college, vocational, technical, or advanced degree in tgéin"?g under s. DCF 56.14 (6h) before or after initial licensure
areaof a childs treatment needs, such as nursing, medicine, so&4f Prior to the placement of any child in the home.

work, or psychology 2. Each foster parent who operates a Level 4 foster home shall
f. A substantial relationship with the child to be place8°mpletea minimum of 30 hours of initial licensing training under
throughprevious professional or personal experience. s.DCF 56.14 (7e) during the initial licensing period.

g. Work or personal experience for whitie applicant has 3. Each foster parent who operates a Level 4 foster home shall

demonstratethe knowledge, skill, abilityand motivation to meet COMPplete24 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8) in
the needs of a child with a level of need of 3. eachl2-month period of licensure subsequerth&initial licens

2. If an applicant for certification to operaté.avel 3 foster ing period. . .
homerelies on experience that meets the requirements in subd. 1(C) References An applicant for certification to operate a
b. or f. as one of the 3 required criteria in this paragraph, the ap vel 4 foster home shall submitlaast 4 favorable reference-let
cantshall also meet one of the criteria in subd. 1. a., c., e., or igrsas follows: .

(b) Training. 1. Each foster parent whperates a Level 3fos 1. ‘From whom.’ a. Three of the letters shall be written by
ter home shall completa minimum of 36 hours of pre-placemenf€rsondunrelated to the applicant. At least one of these reference
training under s. DCF 56.14 (6d) before or after initial licensur§ttersshall be regarding the applicantjualifications under par
but prior to the placement of any child in the home. (a) 1., excluding par(a) 1. d.

2. Each foster parent who operates a Level 3 foster home shallP- The fourth favorableeference letter shall be from a rela
completea minimum of 24 hours of initial licensing training undefive, preferably from an adult child if applicable.
s.DCF 56.14 (7e) during the initial licensing period. 2. ‘Content.” Each reference letter shall includgtatement

3. Each foster parent who operates a Level 3 foster home shigicatingall of the following:
completel8 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8) in a. How long the person giving the reference has known the
eachl12-month period of licensure subsequernh#initial licens  applicant.
ing period. b. Under whatircumstances he or she knows the applicant.

(c) References An applicant for certification to operate a ¢, His or her knowledge of the applicantjualifications and
Level 3 foster home shall submitlatst 4 favorable reference-let characteristicsinder s. DCF 56.05 (1) (b).

ters,as‘follows. , i (7) LEVEL 5EXCEPTIONAL TREATMENT FOSTERHOME. (&) Need

1. ‘From whom.” a. Three of the letters shall be written by | evel 5 An applicant for certification to operate a Level 5 fos
personaunrelated to the applicant. At least one of these referengenome, in conjunction with a licensiagencymay apply to the
lettersshall be regarding the applicantjualifications under par gepartmenexceptions panel if all of the following circumstances

(@) 1., excluding para) 1. d. exist:
b. The fourth favorablesference letter shall be froma rela 1. A placement is needed for a child with the followondi
tive, preferably from an adult child if applicable. tions: P
_ 2. ‘Content.” Each reference letter shall includga@tement a. The child has behaviors or conditions that require a high
indicatingall of the following: . degreeof supervision and overnight awake care that is provided
a. How long the person giving the reference has known thg program stdfwho rotate shifts within a 24~hour period.
applicant. b. The child will benefit from a home-like environment that

b. Under whatircumstances he or she knows the applicarfiasfewer children than a group home or residential care ciemter
c. His or her knowledge of the applicantjualifications and childrenand youth.
characteristicsinder s. DCF 56.05 (1) (b). c. The child is expected to need long-term care or has needs
(6) LEVEL 4 SPECIALIZED TREATMENT FOSTER HOME. (a) agreedo by the department.
Licenseeexperience 1. Anapplicant for certification to operate 2. All other community placement options have been investi
alLevel 4 foster home shall have at least 4 of the following:  gatedand determined to be unavailable or not in the best interest
a. A minimum of one year of experience with children witlof the child.

alevel of need of 3 as a foster parent or kinship care provider witl\ote: A foster home with &evel 4 or lower certification level and additional btaf

H i i thatprovide less than 50% of a chédtare should be considered as the first option
achild placed in his or her home for at least one.year when the child needs additional treatment or services.

b. A minimum of 5 years of experience working with or-par ) cjarify specific and limited cilumstances befersubmit
entingchildren. _ _ ting an application Prior to submitting an application to operate

c. A minimum of 500 hours oéxperience as a respite carey Level 5 foster home, a licensing agency shall inform the depart
providerfor children under the supervision of a human servicesent exceptions panel chairperson of the agerintént, discuss
agency. the agency plans, and clarify departmemetquirements for certi

d. A high school diploma or the equivalent. fication of a Level 5 foster home.

e. A college, vocational, technical, or advanced degree in the(c) Application An application for certification to operate a
areaof a childs treatment needs, such as nursing, medicine, sodialvel 5 foster home shall be on a form prescribed by the depart

work, or psychology ment and shall include all of the following:
f. A substantial relationship with the child to be placed 1. A program description, information on personnel, and
throughprevious professional or personal experience. informationon a specific child or the population to be served.
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2. If for a specific child, letters on the appropriateness of a a. One program sthperson for every 2hildren during wak
Level 5 foster home for the child from parents, therapists, sociay hours.
workers, physicians, anather professionals who are currently . One program stiperson for every 4 children during sleep
working with the child. ing hours.

Note:  An application for certification of a Level 5 fostehome, 2 ‘Rati .. " AL . laci . .
DCF-F-2559-E-Ean be found on the department website at http://dcf.wiscon . ‘Ratios are minimum. Icensing, placing, or supervising
sin.gov/children/foster/forms/formsINDX.htm. agencyor the department may require the number of program staf

(d) Level 5 is the only shift-staffed foster homiefoster parent on duty to be higher than the minimum r_equirements in siibd.
may do any of the following onlyf the foster home has a Levelasnecessary to meet the needs of the children plamtb ensure
5 certification: their safety and welfare.

1. Live in a residence that is not the foster home. 3. ‘Responsibilities.” Program staghall be responsible for
2. Provide less than 50 percent of a chilcire. daily supervision of the children and direct care to the children to

\ Lo, . . ensuretheir safety and well-being.

(e) Program manager 1. ‘Responsibilities.” A licensing ) e \ . .
agencyshall ensure that each Level 5 foster home has a program4: ‘Qualifications.” An applicant for a program stpbsition
managemwho is the foster parent and licensee for the Level 5 fos%}a” have at least one of the following qualifications:
home. In conjunction with the program managarlicensing, a. A bachelor or associates degree from an accredited college
placing, or supervising agency shall oversee program operatiohuniversity with a major in a field specified in pée) 4. a.
_anddevelopment of a Level 5 foster home and do all of the fellow b. Current enrollment iand regularly attending an accredited
Ing: collegeor university with a major in a field specified in p@) 4.

a. Review the appropriateness of admission of each thilda.
the Level 5 foster home with the licensing agency c. Atleast ongearof full-time experience working in a for

b. Participate indeveloping, reviewing, and updating childmal program with the type of childopulation served by the Level
assessmen@nd treatment plans. 5 foster home where the applicant is applying for employment.

c. Provide technical assistance to programfsiafl the d. Certificationas a child and youth care worker under the
licensing, placing,and supervisory agencies, including supervistandard®f the Wsconsin Association of Child anc¥th Care
sion, support, consultatiorroaching, stéfdevelopment, and staf Professional®r other department-recognized certifying author

monitoring. ity.
il ; Note: A copy of the standards of theidonsin Association of Child anc¥th
.d.' Periodically reviewand update the Level 5 foster hom%areProfessionaIs can be obtained from the wwaeycp.og or 161 WWisconsin
policiesand procedures. Avenue,Milwaukee, W1 53202; telephone (414) 227-3130.

e. Oversee the day-to—day operations of the Leviekter e. Completion of a traineeship program in which program
home,including hiring, training, and evaluating program fstaf staff_work with qualified, experienced program (;tf:_m‘r at least
f. Participate in the child treatment team as the foster pardhgfirst 120 hours of employment before working independently

3. ‘Managemenskills.” An applicant to be a program man W'Lhta (;:”d sditional 40 hours o e 80 ed under s. DOF 56,13
agerof a Level 5 foster home shall have either of the followings, (% To.po S an addiional #8 hours fo fhe EBOUrS required unders. '

a. Previous employment as a manager or supervisor 5. ‘Age.” A program stdfperson who isired or contracted
b. A professional development plan to develop manageméat on or after January 1, 2D1shall be at least 21 years old.
andsupervisory skills. 6. ‘Hiring and employment.” Before an applicant fqura-

4. ‘Education or experience in human services.” An applicagtamstaf position in a Level 5 foster home begins employment,
for a program manager position for a Level 5 foster hehal the program manager shalb all of the following regarding the
haveat least one of the following: applicant:

a. A 4-year college degree froam accredited college or uni a. Conduct and document a caregiver background cheek pur
versitywith a major in social work; sociology; speclucation; suantto s. 48.685, Stats., and ch. DHS 12.

psychology;counseling and guidanceriminal justice; nursing, b. Make a determination that the applicant has the capacity to

certified nursing assistant, ather health related field; Educat'on3successfu|ly1urture and care for children and does not have a his

or any other area in Buman services field as approved by thgyry of a civil action, criminal convictiorgr administrative rule

department. violation that substantially relates to the care of a child or a history
b. Two years of supervised full-time work experience in aof exercising unsound judgment or abuse of alcohol or drugs.

out-of-homecare program or assisted living program with adults. Note: For help in determining whether a civil action, criminal conviction, or

. . . administrativerule violation substantially relates to the care of children cossult
c. Personal experienaeith a family member who has needsh|ia 15 og o ¢ oanon substantaly ' !

S|m|Iar‘to the population to be ?erved. c. Make a determination that the applicant has not had a
5. ‘Pre—placement training.” firogram manager for a Level licenseto operate a foster home, group home, or residential care

5 foster home shall complete a minimum of 40 hours of pre—~plaggnterfor children and youth revoked denied within the last 2
menttraining undes. DCF 56.14 (6p) before or after initial licen years.

surebut p_)r_|or_to th(_a placgment of any child in the home. d. Obtain favorable references from at least 3 non-relatives,

6. ‘Initial licensing training.” A program manager for a Levelyith documentation by letter or by notes of a verbal contact- Doc
5 foster home shall complete a minimum of t8@urs of initial  ymentationshall include how lonthe person giving the reference
licensingtraining under s. DCF 56.14 (7s) during the initial licenshas known theapplicant, under what circumstances he or she
ing period. knowsthe applicant, antis or her knowledge of the applicant’

7. ‘Ongoing training.” Aprogram manager for a Level 5 fos qualifications.
terhome shaltomplete a minimum of 24 hours of ongoing tain 7. ‘Health exam.” Upon hire and before working with fesi
ing under s. DCF 56.14 (8) in each 12-month period of licensignts,a program manager shall require each prograrhypsteson
subsequento the initial licensing period. to have a tuberculosis test and provide a statefremta physi

(f) Program staff 1. ‘Staf ratios.” A Level 5 foster home shall cian, physician assistant, ortealthCheck provider that the pro
have program stdfin sufficient numbers to meet the following gramstaf person meets the minimum physical requirements of
staff ratios: the position, is in general good health, and does not have a com
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municabledisease. The statement shall be based on a medical4. ‘Medically—fragile child.” A licensing agency and the pro

examinationperformed within the previous 6 months. grammanageshall ensure that the treatment plan for a medical
Note: A HealthCheck form may be obtained by contacting the local potith  ly—fragile child who is placed in a Level 5 foster hoineludes
department. emergencymedical protocols.

8. ‘Health concerns.’ If a licensing agency or the department 5
hasreason to believe that the physicahoental health of a pro .
gramstaf person for a Level 5 foster home may pose a threat
harmto children or to the quality and manner of their carthar
the program stdfperson is not able to provide responsible care f
children,the licensing agency or the department may require t ts
the program steifperson .Smelt awritten Statemm aphysi Note: Under s. 46.01L(1g), Stats., the “disabled childreiong—term support pro
cianor, if appropriate, a licensadental health professional on thegram” means the programs descriheter 2001 Wéconsin Act 16, section 9123
physicalor mental condition of the program $tpérson and the (16rs)or 2003 Visconsin Act 33, section 9124 (8c).
possibleeffect of that conditioron the foster home or the children (m) Respite cag A Level 5 foster home may only provide
in care. respitecare to a child who was previously placed in the home, a

9. ‘Background check.” A program manager dfevel 5 fos child SpeCIflcaIIy |dent|f|e(hnd apprOVed by the department ona
ter home shall require each program fsfarson to complete a Plannedbasis, or a child whbas needs agreed to by the depart
background information disclosure form designated by thénent.
departmentand shall conduct a caregiver background check under(n) Interagency memorandum of understandih§a require
s. 48.685, Stats., and ch. DHS 12 every 4 years or at any timentin this chapter is not designated as the responsibility of a
within that period. licensingagencyplacing agengyor supervising agencgll agen

10. ‘Training and orientation.” Eacbrogram stdfperson Ciesinvolvedin providing care and maintenance, supervision, or
who provides care for a child in a Level 5 foster home shall do &Rrvicesfor a child placed in a Level foster home shall enter a
of the following before working independently with a child: ~ memorandunof understanding to determine responsibility for all

a. Complete a minimum 40 hours of pre-placement trainir{&quirementsfor which responsibility is not designated.
unders. DCF 56.14 (6t). (8) LEVEL 3TO5FOSTERCARE. The foster care provided for a

b. Work with qualified, experienced program $wf similar Child with a level of need of 3 or higher in a fosteme with a
professionaldor at least the first 80 hours of employment.  Certificationof Level 3 to 5 shall do all of the following:

11. ‘Ongoing training.” Each program stglerson who pro (@) Use a family-based arebommunity—based approach to
vides care fora child in a Level 5 foster home shall complete §eatmentfor a child with physical, mental, medical, substance
minimum of 24 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 ( busecognitive, intellectual, behavioral, developmental, orsimi
in each year oemployment subsequent to the initial year df?f Problems. _ _
employment. ~ (b) Make eforts to change the behaviorameliorate the cen

(9) Volunteers Each volunteer used by a Level 5 foster honfdition that, in whole or in part, resulted ine childs separation
shallbe supervisetly a program stéperson and may not work 10m his or her family 3 .
independentlywith a child. Before a volunteer may begin-per (C) Use specially selected asplecificallytrained foster par
forming activities,the program manager shall do all of the folowents who are the primary change agents in the treapnecgss
ing: andwho have shared responsibility for implementing the child’

1. Notify the licensing agency treatment plan with other treatment team members.

. Lo History: EmRO0937: emer. cr. eff. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: cRegister September
2. Orient the volunteer to the activities that the volunteer mayloNo_y657, of 10_1_10;%mR1050; emgrrenum. (1) to be (% (@), (b)pand am.,

performas specifiedn the foster home’personnel policies and gr_-ﬁ) (_025 (5) to (8), am. (title), (1) (title), (2), (3), (4) (title), (a) 1., 2., 3., (), ef

‘Waiver funding.” A licensing agency and the program
managesshall notify the department of health services if there is
will be an application submitted to support a chkijpfacement
in a Level5 foster home with funding under the disabled-chil

Ar n'slong-term support program as defined in s. 46.(4),

rocedures 11;CR 10-148: renum. (1) to be (1) (a), (b) and am(19r(c), (5) to (8), am.
p S ) ] (title), (1) (title), (2), (3), (4) (title), (a) 1., 2., 3., (b) Register AugustioRb. 668,

3. Get permission from the chiparent or guardian to allow eff. 9-1-1L; correction in (7) (h) 4., 5. made undetl3.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register
the volunteer to perform the activities. August2011 No. 668.

4. Require each volunteer to maintain in confidence allinfor pcEs6.14 Foster parent training. (1) PurposEs.This
mationabout the foster child and the chgdamily. sectionimplements s. 48.67 (4), Stats., which requires all foster

(h) Placements into a Level 5 foster honle ‘Last community parentsto successfullyomplete training in the care and support
option.” A licensing agency and program manger shall only copeedsof children who are placed in foster care that has been
siderplacing a child into a Level 5 foster home as the last cemmabprovedby the department. The purposes of foster parent train
nity placement option when all other community placemeig are to:

optionshave been investigated and deemed to be unavailable of5) |mprove the guality of care provided to children who live
notin the best interest of the child and the chiéhefits from a ;, f(ogter cF))r adoptivg homyes. P

more home-like environment with fewer children than that-pro . - .
i : . - (b) Prepardoster and adoptive families to care for and provide
videdin a group home or residentizdre center for children and stability for foster children in their homes.

youth. L .
‘ " ; ; , . Promote communication, respect, and understanding
2. ‘Compatibility with other children.” Before a new chid (©) : ; - .
placedin a Level 5 foster home, a licensing agency and the pr Tec;gg?s”(;?\t’r?évfodsgﬁrgﬁﬁa with a focus on workif the best
gram manager shall evaluate the compatibility of this child wit . e
the children currently placed in the home. The placement of a (d) Provide opportunities to foster parents to mutually explore
child in a Level 5 foster home may not displace or endanger fiir values, strengths, limitations, and needs as they reelate
health, safetyor well-being of any child currently placedtme ~cOmpatibility with foster and adoptive children.
fosterhome. (e) Develop an understanding of the child welfare system and
3. ‘Coordinate transitions.’ A licensing agermyd the pro th€importance of permanency for children. _
grammanager of a Leveél foster home shall carefully plan and (f) Encourage foster and adoptive parent networking and the
coordinatetransitions into and out of a Level 5 foster homith ~ use of resources.
specialconsideration to the school the child will attend, medical (2) Abvisory coMMITTEE. A statewide advisory committee
andmental health providers, community—based services, and dippointedby the department and representing cowaggncies,
abledadult long—term support program services. private child—placing agencies, tribal agencies, foster parents,
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vocational-technicaéducation, the university system, and the (6h) PRE-PLACEMENTTRAINING FORLEVEL 4. (&) 1. The pre—
departmenshall studyneeds and resources and advise the depaitacementraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 4 fos
menton specific training needs and quality of materials. ter home shall include all of the following:

(3) QUALIFICATIONS OF TRAINERS. Persons preparing or pre a. The standardized curricula provided under subs. (6) (a) and
sentingmaterials for foster parent training shall have expeirtise (7) (a).

the subject matter as evidenced by prior experience or education,p. Fourhours of training on child-specific or population-spe
anability to communicat¢heir knowledge, and cultural compe cific information.

tence. . 2. Notwithstanding subd. 1. a., a licensaggency may submit

(4) TRAINING EXPENSES. (@) The department shaltovide tg the department for approvapeoposed pre—placement training
fundsto county agencies and, in a county with a population gfirriculumthat is designed to meet the needs of foster parents
more than 500,000, the departmett,enable foster parents tojicensedby that agency The pre—placement trainirigr a foster

attendtraining. The funds may be used for materials, fees-traparentwho operates a Level 4 foster home may be a curriculum
portation, and child care expenses incurred to attend training gt has been approved by the department.

is required _or approved under this section or s.. DCF 56.13. (b) 1. Trainers for the portion of the Level 4 pre—placement
(b) No licensing agency of a foster home with a Level 3 totpining standardized curriculum that is provided under sub. (7)

certificationor licensedprivate child—_p_lacing agency may require(a) shall be an agency staferson or contractor and a foster or
afoster parent to pay to attend training under this section. adoptiveparent.

(5) TRAINING REQUIREMENTS. (a) Level of cae certification 2 Notwithstanding subd. 1., a fosfgarent may attend a pre-
Each foster parent shall complete any pre—placement, initiglacementtraining for which no fosteor adoptive parent is a
licensing,or ongoing training required for the foster hosrieVel  trajnerif the licensing agency approves and provides oppertuni
of care certification under s. DCF 56.13, except as provided.in Qs for the foster parent attendirie training to participate in
(c) and subs. (6) (b) and (7) (c) and (d). activitiesor programs that promote networking among foster par

(b) Each foster pant The foster parent trainirmgquirements entsand provide an opportunity for an experienced foster parent
in this section and s. DCF 56.13 apply to each foster parentidetiianswer questions from the new foster parent.

fied on the license to operate the foster home. (6p) PRE-PLACEMENT TRAINING FOR LEVEL 5 PROGRAM MAN-

(c) Proposed adoptive pant A foster parent who is licensedacers. The pre—placement training for a foster parent who is a
solely for the purpose of adoption of a domestic infant under srogrammanager of a Level foster home shall include infor
48.837,Stats., or a foreign child under s. 48.88918.97, Stats., mationon all of the following:

will not be required to complete the traininghis section ifthe () The standardized curriculum provided under sub. (6) (a).
foster parent completes the pre—adoption preparation training (b) School advocacy

requiredunder s. DCF 51.10. ool -
(6) PRE-PLACEMENTTRAINING FOR LEVELS 1 AND 2. (@) The (©) C.ardlo.pu monary resuscitation.
departmentshall approvea standardized curriculum for pre- (d) First aid.
placementraining for a foster parent who operates a foster home (e) Blood-borne pathogens.
with a Level 1 or 2 certification that includes information on all (fy Medication management.

of the following: (9) Patients rights.

1. Foster ce_lre overview (h) Positive behavioral supports.
2. Expectations of foster parents. (i) Individual service plans.

3. Caring for children in foster care. () Emegency plans.

4. Developmg and maintaining family connections. (k) Four hours of child-specific or population—specific train
5. Foster family self care. ing, orientation, or observation.

(b) A foster parent who obtains a license to operate a foster(t) Pre-PLACEMENT TRAINING FOR LEVEL 5 PROGRAM STAFF.
homewith Level 1 or Zertification before January 1, 201s not  The pre—placement training for program $tak a Level 5 foster
requiredto complete the pre—placement training under this sugomeshall include information on all of the following:

section,unless otherwise required by the licensing agency (a) The standardized curriculum provided under sub. (6) (a).

(6d) PRE-PLACEMENTTRAINING FORLEVEL 3. (a) 1. The pre- o : .
placementraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 3 fos (b) The topics listed in sub. (6p) (b) to (j).

ter home shall include the standardizadricula provided under  (€) Fifteen hours of child-specific gropulation-specific
subs.(6) (a) and (7) (a). training, orientation, or observation.

2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a licensiagency may submit  (7) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING FORLEVEL 2. (a) The depait
to the department for approvapeoposed pre—placement trainingme_n_tshall approve a standardized curriculum for initial licensing
curriculum that is designed to meet the needs of foster pareff@iningfor a foster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home that
licensedby that agency The pre—placement trainirigr a foster ~ includesinformation on all of the following:
parentwho operates a Level 3 foster home may be a curriculum 1. Permanency
thathas been approved by the department. 2. Cultural dynamics in placement.

(b) 1. Trainers for the portion of the Level 3 pre-placement 3. Child abuse and neglect.
training standardized curriculum that is provided under sub. (7) , T impact of maltreatment on child development.
(a) shall be an agency staferson or contractor and a foster or
adoptiveparent. . Attachment.

2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a fosfearent may attend a pre- 6. Separation and placement. o
placementtraining for which no fosteor adoptive parent is a 7. The importance of maintaining a foster clsiltimily con
trainerif the licensing agency approves and provides opperturmections.
ties for the foster parent attendinige training to participate in 8. Guidance and positive discipline.
activitiesor programs that promote networking among foster par g access to resources.

entsand prowde_ an opportunity for an experienced foster parenhote: The standardized curriculum for initial licensing training isWisconsin
to answer questions from the new foster parent. FoundationTraining for Foster Paents

[S2 0
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(b) 1. Trainers for the Level 2 initial licensing training shall  c¢. Any required reauthorizations for first aid, blood-borne
be an agency sthperson or contractor and a foster or adoptivpathogensand cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
parent. d. Eight hours of child-specific or population—specific train
2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a foster parent may attend-an iimg.
tial licensing training for which no foster or adoptive parentis @ 2. The format of the training mdgclude any of the follow
trainerif the licensing agency approves and provides oppertur,\ﬁg;
ties for the foster parent attendirige training to participate in
activitiesor programs that promote networking among foster Paise
entsand provide an opportunity for an experienced foster parent
to answer questions from the new foster parent.

(c) A foster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home that is € SUPPOIt groups.
licensedbefore January 1, 201shall complete the initial licens d. Adult education courses.
ing trainingbefore January 1, 2015, except as provided under par e. Books, periodicals, and web—based resources.
(d). f. Television and radio presentations.
fcenbocbefore January 1. 201and who provides verfication o & Mentor family consutations.
thelicensing agency that He or she successfully completed-a com h. Conferences’. wgrkshops, §gmlnar_s, and weblna.rs..
petency-basegre-service foster parent training as described in 3: The total credit given for training using books, periodicals,
the departmeng DCFS Memo Series 2002-12 is not requized and web-based resources under subd. 2. e. and television and

a. Face—-to—face consultation wigofessionals with exper
in specific identified areas.

b. Mideo, audio, and web-based presentations.

complywith par (c). radio presentations under subd. 2. f. may not exceed 20 percent of
Note: DCFS Memo Series 2002-12 was issuel on Septembe 18, 2002 Itis  therequired hours.
Zvailalgleg?t http://citcf-wiS_%onsin-90_v/mem0f5/ﬂtum_menmt05!2,002,/20|0§'*1ﬁ’\1/'- 4. The cost of a particular training option and the usefulness
P;fﬁ%f;ineﬁg‘rﬁgtﬁgc&rea;ﬁﬂ;i;e{;fcé’)scgn‘i’?;'fum'ra'”'”g Meas M€ of the skills or knowledge that is expected to be gained shall be
considered.

(7€) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING FOR LEVEL 3. The initial .
licensingtraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 3 foster (C) Department as trainingesource The department shall
homeshall include information on all of the following: maintainan inventoryof resources for foster parent training and

(a) Crisis management. shall coordinate statewideggional, and local training programs

to prevent duplication of frt.

(b) Sexua“ty and sexual boundaries. History: EmRO0937: emer. cr eff. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: cRegister September
c) Sexual abuse. 2010No. 657, € 10-1-10; corrections in (1), (5) (a), and (7 to made
(c) l'ab ef ions in (1), (5) (a), @) and (7) (b) to (d) mad
(d) Effects of maltreatment and trauma on child develo u&der s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1. and 7., Stats., Register September 2010 No. 657; EmR1050:
PMeRerg.renum. (4), (7) (b) to be (4) (a), (7) (b) 1. and am{&r(b), (6d), (6h), (6p),
(e) Building life skills (61), (7€), (Tm), (7s), (8) (b) 1g.,.1am. (6) (title), (a) (intro.), (b), (7) (title), (a)
. . : X (intro.), (c), (d), (8) (b) 3., éf1-1-11; CR 10-148: renum. (4), (7) (b) to be (4) (a),
(f) Building birth family and cultural connections. (7) (b) 1. and am., c(4) (b), (6d), (6h), (6p), (61), (7) (b) 2., (7€), (Tm), (7s), (8) (b)
(g) Other topics required by the licensing agency }\%g’ﬁ;'tg‘g"ﬁ(ﬁ,)o‘_“ggg(g% ntro,). (b), (7) (title). (&) (intro.). (@), (8) (b) 3. Register

(7m) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING FOR LEVEL 4. The initial
licensingtraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 4 foster DCF 56.15 Supervising agency. (1) AGENCY RESPON
homeshall include information on all of the following: sIBILITIES. (a) A supervising agency shall do,cantract forall
(@) The topics listed in sub. (7e). of the following for each child in the agensycare:

(b) Six hoursof child—specific or population—-specific training. 1. Ensure that every child is assigned a supervising agency

(7S) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING FOR LEVEL 5 PROGRAMMAN - caseworkerin coordination with the placing agendydifferent.
AGERs. The initiallicensing training for a foster parent who is a 2. Providethe foster parent with the telephone number of a
programmanager for a Level 5 foster home shall includlerma:  socialworker or supervising agency casewornkéo will provide
tion on all of the following: crisis intervention, emgency counseling, and related servioes

(@) The topics listed in sub. (7e). a24-hour per dayr—day per week basis for the foster parent.

(b) Six hoursof child-specific or population-specific training.  3- Support and assist the foster parent teoitvely fulfill

(8) ONGOING TRAINING. (@) Individualized training plan At responsibilitiesn this chapter and to the chddeam or treatment
the time of renewal of dicense to operate a foster home, théeam. . o .
licensingagency and the foster parent shall evaluate the foster par 4- Notify the clerk of the school district in which a foster home
ent'soverall performancand develop an individualized training!S located when a school-age child is placed in that foster home,
planfor the foster parent based bis or her demonstrated neecS required under s. 48.64 (1r), Stats. The notification shall
for training in particular topics on managing specific case situa Includeall of the following:
tions. a. The name, address, and phone numbtrefoster parent.

(b) Licensing agency appval. The licensing agencshall b. The name of the foster child.
approvea foster parerg’ongoingraining based on the following:  ¢. Information about the child required by the school, as

1. The content of the training shall meet at least one of the palowedunder any applicable confidentiality laws.
posesof foster parent training under sub. (1) and conform with the 5. Advocate forthe child with the child school, medical
fosterparents individualized training plan, unless a greatain-  facility, or any other program in which the child is involved to
ing need is demonstrated after the plan was developed. ensurethat services provided to the child are consistent with the

1g. In addition to subd. 1., trntent of ongoing training for caseplan; permanency plan; and treatment plan, if applicable.
afoster parer_lt who op_erates a Lev_eI 4 foste_r_ hom_e _shaII include 6. Assistthe foster parents with any necessary arrangements
8 hours of child-specific or population—specific training. in an emegency situation.

1r. In addition to subd. 1., treontent of ongoing training for 7. Arrange forcare of a foster child in the event that the foster
programmanagers and program $tidr a Level 5 foster home parent isunavailableo provide care on a temporary basis, in-con

shallinclude all of the following: junction with the foster parent.
a. Child maltreatment and reporting requirements. (b) In addition to the requirements under. §a), a licensing
b. Prompt and adequate treatment. or supervising agency shall do all of the following for each child
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118-7 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FRAMILIES DCF 56.16

with a level of need of 3 or higher in the agesogare who is (3) RESPONSIBILITIES OF SUPERVISING AGENCY CASEWORKER
placedin a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification: FORLEVELS3TOS5. A caseworker employed lor under contract
1. Providethe foster parent with the telephone number oft@ the supervising agency shall do all of the followregarding
supervisingagency caseworkezounselarclinical consultant, or @ child with a level of need of 3 or higher in the agesicgre who
clinical staf member who will provide crisis intervention, emer is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification:
gencycounseling, and related services to the foster parent on ga) Coordinate assessments of the child.
24-hourper day7-day per week basis. (b) Selecthe appropriate foster home for a child after careful
2. Respond to a request from a foster parent for crisis inteonsideratiorof how well a prospective foster family will do all
vention,emegency counseling, and related services within orgf the following:
hour. 1. Meet the chil& specific needs.
3. Provide or arrange for additional child care persoduel 2. Address concerns of the chidirth or adoptive parents.
ing stressful or critical periods, as determined by the treatment 3. Accomplish the goals of the chiédbermanency plan.

team. " o ) (c) Form the childs treatment team arserve as the team ceor
Note: An example of a stressful or critical period might be the time from the ertﬂnator

of the school day until bedtime. . o . .

4. Assist and suppoaitte foster parent in obtaining any medi (d) Provide foster parents with information about the child
cal supplies and services required for the chifdequired medi  underch. DCF 37.
cal supplies and services are not included in the treatmentipéan, () Educate a child'treatmenteam members on services and
supervisingagency and placing agency shall revise the treatmgpceduredor a childs specific needs.
planto include the required medical supplies and services and to(fy Develop appropriate interventions and services for the
determinefinancial responsibility child with the childs treatment team.

5. Ensure that a child with a severe emotional disturbance hagg) Be available or have a designee who is available for the fos
aclinical consultant assigned to the casesasial workercase terparents to consult on a 24—hour per day basis.
worker, or other professional involved with the case may also (h) Assist in the training of foster parents.
serveas the clinical consultant. The clinical consultant shall have (i) Comply with agency contacequirementsvith the foster

all of the following qualifications: _ parentand foster child in ss. DCF 56.18 and 56.19.
a. A mastefs degree in social work, psychologild devel () Supervise a child'case plan, permanengian, and treat
opment,or counseling. mentplan.

b. A license or certification under ch. 457, Stats., and ch. (k) Keep written progress notes.

MPSWS3, 6,‘ ]l 12, or 17. ) . . . (L) Coordinate provided or purchased services forcttiel
c. A minimum of2 years of experience working with seri andthe childs family.
ously disturbed adolescents. . ) . ~_ (m) Arrange for the assistance of appropriate specialists.
d. KnO\{vIefdge c;f thelndeutrolgglcal, biological, and psychiatric (1) perform necessary court responsibilities as appropriate.
componentot émo |on§ , ISturbances. . . ) _ (o) Perform liaison activities with other agencies.
6. Evaluate the child’' progress and provide services |dent|t (p) Coordinate educational and community services.

fied in the aftercare plan following termination of a placemen . . .
The childs treatment team shall determine how long these ser (4) Advocate for the best interests and rights of the child.

vices shall be provided. The aftercare plan shall identify fol (r) Omganize treatmerteam meetings under s. DCF 56.17 (2)
low-up supportservices for the child, the chitdparent, or other (9).
careproviders, including any of the following: (4) SuBSTITUTE FORCASEWORKERRESPONSIBILITIES. Notwith-
a. Phone contact. standingsub. (3) (intro.), the supervisory agency may assign spe
b. Consultations byprofessionals in the chilsihome to assist cific duties in sub. (3) to another person who meets the same quali

the child’s family implement the permanenpian, provide skill ficationsas the supervisoggency caseworker or to a person who

o o ; . 4ds an intern or in a field placement for a higher education program
trainingfor specific problems, and provide support for the child andis supervised by a person meeting the same qualifications as

family. ;
Y .. . . asupervisory agency caseworker
c. Participation in parent groups. History: EmR0937: emey. cr eff. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: cRegister September
d. Crisis intervention. 2010No. 657, &f 10-1-10; EmMR1050: engprr. and rect ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148:

- . r. and recrRegister August 2d1No. 668, &f 9-1-11.
e. For youth who will live independentlfollow—up support

servicesmay include housing assistance, job location, and-indi DCF 56.16 Licensing agency responsibilities. (1) A
vidual support. licensingagency shall do all of the following:

(Im) MuLTiPLE AGENCIES. If more than one agency is per  (a) Recruit a pool of foster parents who are interestethéh
forming supervisingresponsibilities under subs. (1) and (3), theapableof working with the types of children who are commonly
agencieshall specify in writingvhich agency is responsible forplacedby that agency
eachrequirement. (b) Assess and screen families who are interested in becoming

(2) QUALIFICATIONS FOR SUPERVISING AGENCY CASEWORKER fosterparents.

FORLEVEL3TOS5. A supervising agency caseworker shall halle  (c) Develop foster homes to meet the needs of a specifically
of the following qualifications to perform the responsibilitiesdentified child in need of placement.

undersub. (3) fora child with a level of need of 3 or higher in the ) provide, arrange, and approve required pre—placement, ini
agency'scare who is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 o1y and ongoing training for foster parents under s. DCF 56.14.

certification: . (e) Consult with supervising agency caseworkers and social
(a) One of the following: workersto match a chilé specific needs with available foster-par
1. A mastels degree or higher in a social warkrelated field. ents.

2. A bachelots degree and a minimum of 2 years of post—de (f) Provide each licensed or prospective foster parent with a

greeexperience in a social work-related field. copy of the agency foster parent handbook under s. DCF 56.12.
(b) Licensed or certified under ch. 457, Stats., and ch. MPSW(g) Comply with agency responsibilities regarding respite care
3,6, 11,12, or 17. unders. DCF 56.21 (2).
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(h) Provide general support to foster parents. (@) Using specialists when necessarange for additional
(i) Review the foster parestfire safety evacuation plan under@ppropriateassessments based on the needs and strengths of the
s. DCF 56.08 (8) and disaster plamers. DCF 56.08 (10m) with child, child’s family, and foster parent as identifigtthe assess
the foster parent tensure that the plans provide for adequaf@entunder s. DCF 56.22. the child may have a serious emo
safetyand communication with the agency tional disturbance, arrange for a bio-psycho-social assessment
() Encourage peer support among foster parentsndman  thatincludes all of the following:
fosterparents of available supports, especially among foster par 1. An assessment of the chédlisability

entswho are caring for children with similar conditions. 2. Measurementf the behavioral and cognitive correlates of
(k) Notify the placing agency of any serious incident reportdbie disability.
by a foster parent under s. DCF 56.06. 3. An assessment of how psycho-social and environmental

(L) Notify the clerk of the school district in which a fostefactorsinfluence how the child copes with the disability
homeis located when license to operate a foster home is issued 4. A review of biological factors thatfatt the disability
in that school district, pursuant to s. 48.62 (3), Stats. The netifica 5. |dentification of possible treatments for the disability

tion shall include all of the following: (b) Develop the child written treatment plan within 30 days
1. The name of the foster parent. afterthe childs placement in a foster home. The treatment plan
2. The address and phone number of the foster parent. shalldo all of the following:

3. The type of children expected to be placed in the foster 1. Specify the treatment and services to be provided to the

home. child and the childs family.
4. Thename, address, and phone number of a contact person2. Identify who is responsible for providing each treatment
from the licensing agency andservice.

(2) In addition to sub. (1), a licensing agency shall do all of the 3. Establish measurable goals and objectives for the-place
following regarding foster homes with a Level 3 to 5 certificationnentin all areas of the child'life, including all of the following:

(a) Identify foster homewith similar qualifications as existing a. Supervision and safety
fosterhomes to be used as egemcy or alternative options. b. Health, emotional, and behavioral stahility

(b) Developand facilitate peer support among foster parents, Daily living and community integration.
especially among foster parents who are caring for children with d. Education

similar conditions. c icati Kill
(c) Participate in the determination of supplemepégiments €. Lommunication SKIlS. _
unders. DCF 56.23 (2) and exceptional payments under s. DCF f- Legal status, including permanency planning issues.
56.23(3) as follows: 4. If achild is 15 years of age or ovirclude a description
1. Review the payment amount that a placing agency is pfJ the programs and services that are or will be providegsist
posing for a child placement and discuss the clsldeeds with the child in preparing for the transition from out-of-home care to
the placing agency independentiving as required under s. 48.38 (4) (h) or 938.38 (4)

2. Inform a prospective foster parent of the placing agenq;h)’ Stats. . . . .
proposecpayment amount. (c) Establish an appropriate level of nursing, other medical

P ,and other types of care for the child based upon the hild’
3. Recommendany modifications to the payment amount tha are.an v
the placing agency has proposed. %eedsand the abilities of the foster parent.

4. Participate with the placing agentyster parent, and treat (d) Determine the need for and arrange appropriate and quali

ment team members in the redetermination of the paymel];ifed psychiqtric anq psychological services for the child.
amountfollowing a reassessment under s. DCF 56.22 (5) (b). (e) Provide copies ahe treatment plan to all treatment team

5. At afoster parent request, assist a foster parent in resol\r,'nembersjncludingthe child if the child is more than 12 years old,
ing a disagreement between the foster parent and the pla llowed by law

agencyregarding a payment amount before the fopmment f) Implement and support the treatmplatn, including ensur

requestsa hearing under s. DCF 56.10. ing that all available resources and treatments are known or
History: EmR1050: emey: ct, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Auguszon. ~ €Xploredand developing new resources if appropriate.

No. 668, ef. 9-1-11. (g) Meet to formally review the treatment plan, shiaferma

tion, exchange ideas and opinions, and discuss issues at least
every3 months from the date of distribution of the treatment plan.
The supervising agency caseworker shall determine if more fre

DCF 56.17 Child’s treatment team for Levels 3 to 5.
(1) MemBERSHIP (a) A child with a level oheed of 3 or higher
whois placed in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certificatio ;
shallhave a treatment team that consists ofcthilel, the childs t&;uaemntrrt]reer%tl;neerzg tr;girpeg;%ittlr;grsng;nr;fcess@Wer treatment
parentor legal guardian, the foster parent, and at least one repre h) Share knowled ding ield and th |
sentativeeach from the supervising and placing agencies. At Ieasjé( ) Share knowledge regarding and the treatment plan
one member of the team shall have clinical training in a field! h other treatment team members as allowed by law and encour
relatedto the primanyneeds of the child. In addition, the treatmerff9&Support for the treatment plan. , ,
teammay include other social workersseworkers, clinical con (i) Ensure that family counseling is providtmthe childs
sultants physicians, nurses, psychologists, therapists, school p@mily and the foster family as needed.
sonnel,home health agency stabr other significanindividuals () Ensure that 24—hour per day-day per week crisis inter

in the childs life. ventionis provided for the foster child and the foster pasmt
(b) A parent or child may be excluded fréhe treatment team needed.
by the childs supervising agency caseworker only whiegir (k) Monitor and evaluate the progress of the treatmenigpidn

inclusionwould be inappropriate due age, condition, or unwill the continued appropriateness anteefivenesof the provided
ingnessto cooperate. Any justification for exclusion shall be-doservices and supports and placement of the child on an ongoing
umentedn the childs case record and anyoeecluded shall be basis.

informed of the reason for the decision, as appropriate. (L) Make treatment plan revisions and adjustments as-neces
(2) ResponsiBILITIES The treatment team for a foswild sary Ensure revisions and adjustments to the treatment plan are
shalldo all of the following: in writing and are based on all of the following:
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1. Observations from thsupervising agency caseworker  (b) Level of cae 3 or 4. 1. A licensing agenc¢ylacing agengy

directcontact with the child. supervisoryagency shall have an in—person contact with a child
2. Discussionshat include the child, chils’parent, guardian placedin a foster homeavith a Level 3 or 4 certification at least
atlitem, service providers, and collateral contacts. everyother week. At least one contact per month shall be in the

child’s foster home.

2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., & child with a level of need

. - below3is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 or 4 certification,
(n) Consult with the foster parent or supervising agency- C5"‘?fc1‘elicensing agencyplacing agencyor supervising agency shall

workerabout events in the foster home if requested. _ have at least one in—person contact with the child each full-calen
(o) Arrange for interaction between the child and the childgar month that the child is in the foster home.

family as provided in the child’'permanency plan or treatment (c) Level of cae 5 1. A licensing agencylacing agency

plan. . supervisoryagency representative other than a program manager
(p) Resolve any disagreements between the foster parent 8fsl have an in—person contact with a child at least every other
the supervising agencyEforts by thetreatmenteam to resolve \yeekthat the child is placed in a Level 5 foster home.
disagreementmay not replace any internal grievance procedures 2. A program manager shall have an in-person contiiot
ﬁstabllsherc]igy th% supezgsgzg fgenqéto; the foster pasefall cijg who is placed in a Level 5 foster home at least every week
earingrights under s. 48.64 (4) (), ats. _thatthe child is placed in the foster home.
(q) Develop an aftercare plan for a child that ensures contlnuny(z) MuLTiPLe AGenciEs. If the licensing agengyplacing

in managing a chil@’' needs after the chiklplacement ends. . A
History: EmR1050: emeg cr, ef. 1-1-11: CR 10-148: cRegister Auguszon.  2geNncyand supervisory agency under sub&(® diferent agen
No. 668, ef. 9-1-11. cies,those agencies shall determine a contact plan.

(3) IN FosTERHOME. More than 5(@ercent of the agency in—
DCF 56.18 Agency contact with foster parent. personcontacts witha child between October 1 of one year and
(1) CoNTACTREQUIREMENTS. (a) Level of cae 1 or 2 Alicensing September 30 of the following year shall be in the chifdster
agencysupervising agenc¢yr placing agency shall have at leashome.
onecontact per month with foster parent who operates a foster (4) ComBiNE wiTH FOSTERPARENTCONTACT. One agencgon
homewith a Level 1 or Zertification if a child is placed in the fos tactwith a childper month may be combined with an agency con
terhome. The contact mde in person, by phone, or by an interactwith a foster parent under s. DCF 56.18.

activeelectronic format. , . . (5) PURPOSEOFCONTACT. An agency contact wita child shall
(b) Level of cae 3to 5 1. A licensing agengupervising go ali of the following:

agencypr placing agency shall have at least 2 in—-person contacts ha

per month with a foster parent who operates a foster homeavvitghifg) Focus on the safgtpermanence, and well-being of the

Level 3 to 5 certificationf a child is pIaqed in the foster home. b' Beof suficient durati d subst to add h |

At least one of these contacts shall be in the foster home. f'gh) ﬁ'(l)d’ssu icien | uration and subs ?ncg Ota tress ; elgoa_fs
2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., & child with a level of need or the chi case plan, permanency plan; or treatment pian, |

below3is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 or 4 certificatior‘?,ppl'cable'_ ) . . )
the licensing agencyplacing agencyor supervising agency shall (c) Provide an opportunity for the child to speak privately with
haveat least one in—person contact per month with the foster pi€ 2gency representative.

enteach full calendar month that the child is in the foster homg History: EmR1050: eme: ct, ef. 1-1-1; CR 10-148: ciRegister Auguszoll

3. If a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification has not had
placementof a child for 3 or more months and the licensing DCF 56.20 Evaluation of Level 3to 5. At least annually
agency,supervising agencyr placing agency has not seen thg foster parent who operatefoater home with a Level 3 to 5 certi
foster parent in the foster home during thimbe, the licensing fication and the licensing, placing, and supervising agencies shall
agency,supervising agencyr placing agency shall have an injevelopwritten evaluations of the care and supervision provided
personcontact with the foster parent in the foster home beforg@a child and the overgllerformance of all individuals involved
child is placedn the foster home or within 24 hours of the clsild’ i the childs care. Thevaluations shall be used to improve the
placementn the foster home. quality of the childs care and the foster care program. Copies of

(c) Multiple foster paents If there is more than one fosterparany evaluations shall be maintained at the licensing agency and at
enton the license to operatee foster home, the agency may havéhe foster home.
contactwith only one of the foster parents. History: EmR1050: emey. ct, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus201l

: . - No. 668, ef. 9-1-11.

(2) MuLTiPLE AGENCIES. If the licensing agengyupervising

agencyand the placing agency undrib. (1) are diérent agen DCF 56.21 Respite care for foster parents.

cies,those agencies shall determine a contact plan. hi . i - in eith
(3) PURPOSESOF CONTACT. The agency contact with the foster(1) APPLICABILITY. This section applies to care provided in either
: gency of the following circumstances:

parentshall focus on the safetgermanence, and well-being of () Services or emgencycare provided to a foster child dur

the child to evaluate the compatibility of the childth the foster . | d ab f the fost tf than 48 h
parentand other household members and the ability of the fostef & P'anned absence of the foster parent for more than 46 hours.

parentto meet the needs of the child in a safe marifiee contacts () Care for a foster child during the foster pareatsence
shallinclude discussion of any additional support needed by thatis paid for by a licensing, supervising, or placing agency
fosterparent to safely maintain any child in foster care living in (2) LICENSING AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES. A licensing agency

3. Other relevant data or information.
(m) Design and implement new treatment strategieeaded.

the foster home. shall do all of the following:
No oo EmR1050: emex cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: cRegister Augus20TL () Develop policies angrocedures to govern the agerscy’
respitecare program.
DCF 56.19 Agency contact with foster child. (b) Inform a foster parent of the process to be used to fund

(1) CONTACTREQUIREMENTS. (3) Level of cae 1 or 2. A licensing  respitecare prior to the first placement of a child in a fobteme.
agencyplacing agencyor supervising agency shall have at least (c) Assist and intervene when issues arise between a foster par
onein—person contact with a child each full calendar month thaht and the respite care provider if the parties are not able to
thechild is placed in a foster home with a Level 1 or 2 certificationesolvethose issues.
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(d) Keepdocumentation of a respite care providequalifica licensingagency The licensingagency may require that any

tionsin the foster parerg’file at the licensing agency respitecare include an overnight stay
(e) For respite care in foster homes with a Level 3 or 4 certifica 2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a licensing agency is not
tion, the licensing agency shall do all of the following: requiredto fund and arrange respite care of a child witavel of

1. Develop, in consultation with foster parents, a pool dfeedbelow 3 who is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 or 4
respitecare providers that will be used when respite care is pigrtification. )
vided. If the respite care is to be providieda foster home, the History: EmR1050: emex. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus2011

° h No. 668, ef. 9-1-11.
fosterparent may approve the use of a particular respite care pro

V|de2r. Provid L d . id DCF 56.22 Assessment of needs and strengths.
- Provide training and support to respite care providers. (1) ResponsiBILITY FORASSESSMENT. () A placing agency shall
3. Consult with doster parent and the chiddsocial worker ysea standardized assessment tool prescribed hyethartment

or supervising agenogaseworker to develop a respite care schegh assess the needs and strengths of a phitaed or to be placed
ule for a specific child and provide the schedule to the resgite into a foster home and the needs of the chifdster parent. A

providers. placingagency may subcontract this responsibility
(3) RESPITE CARE PROVIDER QUALIFICATIONS. A respite care Note: The assessment tool is available in the forms section of the depastment’
providershall have the following qualifications: websiteat htto://dct.wisconsin.gov

(a) Be at least 18 years of age and at least 5 years older th ) Notwithstanding paxa), this section does not apply to a

anyfoster child being cared for by the respite proviéaceptf - 'ldl pflacshd or tabe pla;:e((ij intt(_) a fc;ste(; hometz_ th_a]E istlicegsed
- 2 S - - ely for the purpose of adoption of a domestic infant under s.
g;géftsﬁ;ﬁ ;:r?erecﬁirlc()jwder is a relative of the child, be at least 3 y€ .837,Stats., or a foreign child under s. 48.839 or 48.97, Stats.

. . P . : 2) QUALIFICATION TO AsSSESS. An individual performing the
(b) Have direct care experience or training in working with ( . g
childrenwith conditions similar to thosef the foster child for assessmershall be trained and certified in the use of the depart

whom he or she will be caring ment'sstandardized assessment tool.
(c) Be physically able to provide the care needed (3) TIMESOFASSESSMENT.(a) Assessment within 30 days after
) - . o placement A placing agency shall assess each foster bleflore
(d) Be flexible and willing to work varied, atypical hours.  pjacementin a foster homer within 30 days after the chikd’
(e) Be able to reliably get to and from respite care assignmemfcement. A placing agency shall assess each foster parent

(f) Have the ability to do all of the following: within 30 days after the chilsl'placement in the foster home.
1. Accept responsibility (b) Reassessment every 6 montts placing agency shall
2. Wbrk independently reassesgach foster child and the chibdfosterparent within 6

3 E . diud ¢ monthsafter the childs last assessment or reassessment. The
- EXercise good juagment. placing agency licensingagencyor foster parent may request a
4. Maintain confidentiality _ reassessmemnore frequently
5. Manage the varied medical, behavioral, and other care(4) SranpaARrDIZED ASSESSMENTTOOL. (@) Basics of theool.
needsof the foster childrefor whom the respite care provider will The standardized assessment tool shall include a list of items that
be caring. may have a diredmpact on service planning for the child and the
(g) Reside in a home that meets the physical, safetd/envi  child’s foster parent. The list of items included in git@ndardized
ronmentahneeds of the foster child for whom care is to be providessessmeribol shall assist with evaluation of all of the following:
if the respite care is to be provided in thspite care providsr 1. The childs functioning, including all of the following:
res(lﬁ)erj:et.h 7 the | ) o saduct a. The impact of trauma on the child.
1) Authorize he licensing or supervising agencgaaduc b. Life functioning, including physical, mental, and dental
a c(r_l)mzlal rectords Ch;Ck asl_(tjeslt_:n;ed In Z.tDCF 56.05 (1) g)'health;relationships with family members; and social skills.
i) Agree to provide qualityreliable, and temporary care for SR : :
the child in foster care that is consistent with the chitdtatment, C. Functlgnlng ina Ch”d. care or school setting.
caseor service plan. d. thaworal gnd emotional needs.
() Obtain from the foster parent appropriate information about - Risk behaviors.
the specific care procedures and interaction strategies relevant forf. Strengths.
the child’s care. g. The efect of the culture of the child and the chéldamily
(k) Agree to perform household and egeicy tasks directly on service provision.
relatedto the general health and well-being of the foster child. 2. The foster parent’functioning in relation to the identified
(L) Possesa valid drivets license and automobile insurancdosterchild, including all of the following:
if transporting a foster child. a. Supervision.
(m) Agree to abide by s. DC36.09 (19), (2) (d) and (e), and b, Problem solving.
: c. Involvement with care.
d. Knowledge.

()
(n) May not be an employee of the licensing agency or a rela
tive of an employee dhe licensing agency if the employee works : .
in the area of the agency that issues foster care licenses. e. Empathy with the child.
(4) ELIGIBILITY FOR SUBSIDIZED RESPITECARE. (a) Level 1 or f. Omanization.
2. Alicensing agency may establish policesl procedures to ~ g. Social resources.
fund respite care for a fostparentwho operates a foster home  h. Physical health.
with a Level 1 or 2 certification. i, Mental health.
(b) Level 3 or 4 1. Alicensing agency shall fund and arrange | sypstance use.
for a foster parent who operates a foster home with a Level 3 or k. Develoomental
4 certification to have 8 t@4 consecutive hours of respite care per ™ i P :
monthof care provided. Respite care shall be providedciona L. Family stress.
bination of days to beletermined by the foster parent and the m. Cultural congruence.

RegisterDecember 2015 No. 720


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/726/b/toc
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code

Removed byRegister June 2016 No. 7Zeor current adm. code séwgtp://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code
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(b) Gather information Before administering thetandare 9. To determine any supplemental payments for purposes of
ized assessment tool, the person who will administer the tool shetfladoption assistance agreement under s. 48.975, Stats., and ch.
first do all of the following: DCF 50.

1. Review the child case record. (b) A placing agency shall re-evaluate the appropriateness of

2. Interview or collect information from an individual who@ child’s placement, services provided to the child, and supple
hasinterviewed the child, child’family, foster parent or other Mentalpayments made to tHester parent following a reassess
out-of-homecare providerthe child’s team or treatment team,ment of the child under sub. (3) (b).
andthe licensing agency (6) MATCHING AND PREPLACEMENTVISITS. (@) Matchingthe

3. Review information gathered in collaboration with th&hild and foster family A placing agency may place a child in a
child’s team or treatment team and the licensing agency osterhome only after careful consideration is made on el

Note: See s. DCF 56.17 (1) on treatment team membership. the prospective foster family will do all of the following:

(c) Rating a child. The person administering the standardized 1. Meet the child identified specific needs.

assessmertool shall rate the child on each item in the tool on a 2. Address any concerns of the birth or adoptive parents.
4-pointscale relative to what is developmentally appropfiatte 3. Accomplish the goals of the chiédbermanency plan.
a Ch"lef a sm’lllar age, a§ follows. ) (b) Pre—placement interactions for placements in fosi@mes

1. ‘Needs.” Thefollowing ratings shall apply to items repre wjith a Level 3 to Eertification. Before placing a child in a foster
sentingneeds of a child or the chitdfamily: homewith a Level 3 to 5 certification, the placing agersiyper

a. A rating of 0 means there is no evidence of the existengsing agencyand,if different, the licensing agency shall arrange
of a special need. for pre—placement, face—-to—face interacti@mong the child,

b. A rating of1 means there is a history or concern that a badgster parent, andif appropriate, the chilg’ family, unless the
specialneed may exist. placements an emeagency undes. 48.205, 48.63, or 938.205,

c¢. Arating of 2 means there is a presence of a moderate spe%}%fs' . .
need. 7) PLACEMENT IN A FOSTERHOME. (a) A placing agengyn

. . . . accordancavith a licensing agencynay place a chilih a foster
d. A rating of a3 means thereaipresence of an intensive spe homethat is certified to provide a given level of care if thdd’s

cial need. ) ) ) level of need is at or below the level of care that the foster home
2. 'Strengths.” The following ratings shall apply to items-refis certified to provide.

resentingstrengths of a child or the chigdfamily: (b) Notwithstanding par(a), a placing agenayay place a

a. Arating of 0 indicates a centerpiece strength. child with a level of need that is higher than the level of care that
b. A rating of 1 indicates a useful strength. afoster home is certified to provide if the placing agency grants
c. A rating of 2 indicates an identified strength. anexception and documents in the clsldlectronic case record

what services and supports will be provided to meet the shild’
needsas identified in the assessment tool.

(c) A child whose level of need is lower than 5 may not be
placedin a Level 5 foster home, except for continuation of an

d. A rating of 3 indicates no strength has been identified.

(d) Rating a foster pant. The person administering the stan

dardizedassessment tool shall rate a foster pasemtzds on each
|tﬁ_r|r(1jln th? tlcl)ol on a 4-point scalerelation to a specific identified existingplacement during planning ftie childs transition to a

chrig, as 1o _OWS' ) ) lessrestrictive setting following a reassessment under sub. (3) (b).

1. Arating of 0 means there is meason to believe a need Note: See Appendix A for the placement complexity chart that shows placement

exists. optionshased on a child’level of need and a providetevel of care.

. . . History: EmR1050: emer. ct, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus2011
2. Arating of 1 means there is a history or concern that neeg§668’yef_ 9-1-11. . : J

to be monitored.
3. Arating of 2 meanthere is a presence of a need that must DCF 56.23 Supplemental payments, exceptional
be acted upon. payments, initial clothing allowance, and retainer fee.

4. A rating of 3 means there is a presence of a need thbx COVERAGE. (a) A placing agency shall determine the amount
requiresimmediate or intensive action. of any payment made directly to a foster parent for the arade

(5) USEOFASSESSMENTINFORMATION. (a) The placing agency maintenan(?@f a foster child under one or more of the following:
shalluse information from the assessment of the childchild’s 1. Basic maintenance payments established und48.62
family, the childs foster parent, the supervising ageranyd the (4), Stats.
licensingagency for all of the following: 2. Supplemental payments under sub. (2).

1. To communicate information about theeds and strengths 3. Exceptional payments under sub. (3).
of the child and chile family. 4. Initial clothing allowance under sub. (4).

2. To assist with determining the chidservice needs and  (b) The total monthly payment amount to a foster parader
developingthe childs plan of care. par.(a) 1., 2., an®. is subject to a maximum determined by the

3. To determine a level of need of 1/2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 for the childepartment.

4. To inform decisions regarding a placement at a level of care(c) A placing agency may not make a supplemental or excep
thatis appropriate to meet the chddevel of need. tional payment or pay an initial clothing allowance for a child

5. To evaluate the match between the knowledge, skills, aR@cedin a Level 1 foster home. o _
abilities of a fosteiparent and the needs and strengths of the chijgNote: See s- DCF 56.16 (2) (c) on licensing agency participation idlefemina

6. To assist in the development of services anpports 2y SyppLEMENTAL PAYMENTS. A placing agency shall make a
neededor a specific child and foster parent to promote the stabdypplementapayment to a foster parent for a creldipecial
ity of the placement. needs. The placing agency shall determine the amount of a sup

7. To provide a mental healtreen to all children entering plemental payment based on the total under the following:
foster care. (a) Identified needs and singths.1. On a form prescribed by

8. To determine any supplemental payments under s. D@fe department, the placing agency shall use information obtained
56.23(2). usingthe standardized assessment tool to rate the child ander
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DCF 56.22 (4) (c) relative to what is developmentally appropriate 3. Assist with transportatiocosts to the school the child was

for a child of a similar age in the following areas: attendingprior to placement in out-of-home care.
a. Adjustment to trauma. 4. Replace a child’ basic wardrobe that has been lost or
b. Life functioning, including physical, mental, and dentaglestroyedn a manner other than normal wear and tear
health;relationships with family members; and social skills. 5. For a child placed in a foster horhefore February 21,
c. Functioning in a child care or school setting. 2011,and who remains placed ihat foster home, equalize the
d. Behavioral and emotional needs. total payment amount lost by the ch#dfosterparent due to
e. Risk behaviors. implementatiorof the method ofletermining supplemental pay

mentsin sub. (2).

(b) A placing agency may determine the frequency and

g. Strengths. untof an exceptional payment necessary to meet one or more

2. For points that have been assigned in the areas under Sl?ﬂ]ﬁgoseén par (a), providecho total monthly payment to the fos
1., the placing agency shaltid the total points that represent alfg, parent exceeds the maximum amodetermined by the

of the following: departmentnder sub. (1) (b).

a. A child’s need that has a rating of 2 indicating there is a (4) INITIAL CLOTHING ALLOWANCE. (a) A placing agency may

presenceof a moderate special need. o _ pay an initial clothing allowance to faster parent when a child
b. A child's need that has a rating of a 3 indicatingre is a s jnitially placed in foster care.

presencef an intensive special need. o (b) The amount of the initial clothing allowance shall be the
c. A child’s strength that has a rating of 2 that indicates gtyalcost of the clothing not to exceed a maximum determined

f. Child’s language.

identified strength. by the department.
d. A child's strength that has a ratio§3 that indicates N0~ (¢) |f a child is placed in foster care 120 days or more after a
strengthhas been identified. previousout—-of-home care placement was terminated, the-place

3. A placing agency shall make a supplemep@yment mentshall be considerean initial placement for the purpose of
underthis paragraph that is a dollar amount determined by thar. (a).

departmentnultiplied by the total points determined under subd. Note: See the departmestuniform foster care rate-setting policy and forms
2. relatedto rates on thdepartmens website http://dcf.wisconsin.gov in the section on

. . fostercare program and services. The policy includes current information for all of
(b) Level of cae higher than level of need\ placingagency thefonowinz: 9 policy

shallmake a supplemental payment under this paragraph that i§ Total monthly maximum payment to a foster parent.

anamount determined by the department if a foster hofaeél 2. Dollar amount that is multiplied by the total points of a childentified needs

of care certification is higher than the level of need of a Ch”dandstrengths to determine the portion of a supplemental payment under sub. (2)
. a).

plac_e_dln_the foster home and the foster home has a Leve#3 or 3. Dollar amount othe portion of a supplemental payment under sub. (2) (b) if

certification. afoster homes level of care is higher than a childével of need.

(3) EXCEPTIONAL PAYMENT. (a) A placing agency may make # Maximuminitial clothing allowance.

anexceptional payment tofaster parent to accomplish any of the (5) RETAINER FEE. A placing agency magrovide a monthly
following: retainerfee to a foster parent to maintain openings fioster home
1. Enable the child to be placed or remain in a foster horfff. éMmegency placements under ss. 48.205 and 938.205, Stats.
insteadof being placed or remaining in a more restrictive settin 'slsgiﬁigng%lgm be considerpeirt of the foster care payment for
_2. Enable the placement of siblings or minor parent and MiNOLig;ory. EmR1050: emey cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus201L
childrentogether No. 668, ef. 9-1-11.
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Appendix A

Placement Complexity Chart Options

PlacementOptions
Child’s Level of Provider's Level Foster Home Group Home Residential Care
Need of Care Center
1/2 1 Child-Specific
2 Basic
3 3 Moderate Teatment Group Home
4 4 Specialized Teatment
5 5 Exceptional Teatment Residential Care Cente
6 6

Step—down level to be used for transition planning to a less restrictive placement setting.

Placement of children at this level is not appropriate.

Note: A child in foster care can be served by a foster home with a certification lower tranild'elevel of need if an exception has been granted and documented in
the childs electronic case record by the placing agency and the agency shows what services and supports will be provided to meeetuschild’
History: EmR1050: emey. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: crRegister August 2d1No. 668, df 9-1-11.
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